


ABSTRACT

Voskoboynik, Diana The History of Jews in Proskurov, Ukraing

This thesis examines the early history of the Jews in Proskurov, Ukraine, until 1919,
and the two tragedies in the history of the Jews of Proskurov: the pogrom of 1919 and the
Holocaust during World War Two.

The study of the carly history of the Jews in Proskurov relies on secondary literature
in English and Ukrainian languages. The study of the 1919-pogrom in Proskurov relies on
the book A Prayer For the Government. by Henry Abramson, and on the documents
complied by Volodymyr Serhiichuk in his book Pogromy v Ukraind (Pogroms in Ukraine). in
the original Russian and Ukrainian languages.

The study of the Holocaust in Proskurov relies on primary sources which existed
before this work was written and on Lhe testimonics compiled by the author: two testimories
of the He'ocaust survivors from Proskurov, on file al Yad Vashem, lsrazl: documentary
material at the USHMM; a memorial book by llya Abramovich, a survivor from Zinkov, and
an unpublished manuscript by Tova Perlshtein from Proskurov oblast: the testimonies -
compiled by Ben Weinsiock and David Chapin in their book IThe Road from Letichey: o
testimony of a Holocaust survivor from Proskurov on file at the FortunofT Video Archive,
donated by the survivor to the author; and the testimonies of the Holocaust survivors from
Proskurav oblast (tape recordings, letlers, and oral comespondence), compiled by the author,
The author used her imnslation of the documents, except where indicated otherwise. The
study also relies on the Einsatzgruppe Reports in English translation. The study relics on
secondary literature for background information.



Jewish people settled in Proskurov, Ukraine, at the end of the sixteenth century, after
fleeing from religious persecution in Germany. The Jews contributed to the economic
growth of the town, and although they did not constitute an sbsolute magority, the Jews were
the most numerous ethnic group in Proskurov. Afler living in Ukraine for mone than three
hundred years, the Jews did not assimilate because of the differences in religion between the
Jews and the indigenous populsion and because of the tsarist policies intent om ostracizing
the Jews from the society, Ukrainians perceived Jews as the “outsiders.” In the early
twenticth century Ukrainians associated Jews with Russians and with Communists. In 1919,
in the chaos of the Civil War, ten percent of the Jews of Proskurov perished in & massacre
perpetrated by Ukrainian troops. Twenty years later, nearly all of the 13,000 jews in
Proskurov perished in the Holocaust. In 1941, the Nazis occupied the casten republics of
the Soviet Union. In Proskurov Jews were segregated in a ghetto. Six thousand Jews were
matrdered in the first pogrom on November 4, 1941. Thereafter the ghetto was partiticaad
into two. Jewish skilled workers worked inside the ghetto. Unskilied Jews worked as forced
laborers on the road construction. More than three forced labor camps existed in the area of
Proskurov., mmqummmmmmmmmu
MNovember 30, 1942, The Nazis perpetrated the crimes against the Jews in collaboration with
local Ukrainian policemen and Lithuanian suxiliary forces. Approximately sixty Jews in
Proskurov survived the Holocaust with the help of righteous Ukrainians. A few of the Jewish
men who served in the Red Army returned afler the war. A few Jewish families from
Proskurov survived the war in castern Soviet Union, where they fled to before the Nazis

occupied the cily.






INTRODUCTION

Proskurov, renamed Khanelnitskiy' by the Soviet government in 1954 to
commemorate the memory of Bogdan Khmelnitskiy, * today is a cily in the Podolian
region of Ukraine, with 1,486,000 inhabitants.’ Only a small percentage of the
population is Jewish." In the early twentieth century, however, Jews constituted nearly
half of the population of the city and played an important role in its development.® The
history of the Jews of Proskurov is vitally related to the history of the city, Ukraine, and
Ukrainians.

NOTES

' The transiiteration of “Khmelnitskiy” varies in different sources. [ will use the Russian
version of the translileration, excepl in the cilalion of the sources, where “Khmelnitskiy™
is transliterated otherwise. The Soviet government also made the following strect name
changes after the war: Aleksandrovskaya Street became -- 25 Oclober Sireei;
Aplckarskaya Street — Kotovskiy Street; Kamenetskaya Street — Frunze Strest;
Komercheskaya Street - Roza Luksemburg Street; Kupecheskaya Street — Karl Marx
Street, Remeslennaya Street — Telman Street; Sobornaya Strect — Karl Lipnekht Street

 Kabachins'kaya, Svitlana. Khmel'nits'komu - $00. 1993. Bogdan Khmelnitskiy is
commemorated by the Russians for his efforts in bringing the Ukrinian pant of Poland
inlo the greater Russia. Nalionalistically-minded Ukrainians today consider
Khmelnitakiy their hero for freeing them from the Polish oppression but deny that
Khmelnitskiy played an importani role in the unification of Ukraine and Russia. In 199}
Ukreine became an independent couniry.

* Khmelnytsky Oblast. April 15, 2000. Regional Business Assistance Center, Kharkiv.
September 2000, <www.ukrainehiz com/Articles/KhmelnylskyFacts>

 The statistics concerning the Jewish population in Khmelnitskiy today are not available.
in 1959, 6,200 Jews lived in Proskurov (“Proskurov,” Encyclopaedia Judsica 1971),
After the recent wave of immigration to Isracl, the United States and other countries, the
number of Jews in Proskurov must have decreased significantly.

* In 1909, Jews constituted 47.4% of the population in Proskurov. 1. M. Bogolyubova, L.
0. Timofeeva, and O. B. Chemyshov, *Misto Proskuriv u XVII - Na Pochatku XX st.
Daty i Podii” {Proskuriv City 18th-sarly 20th centuries: Dates and Events], Ploskvriv,






JEWS AMONG UKRAINIANS IN PROSKUROY, 1578-1919,
AND THE POGROM OF 1919
The lown of Proskurov was founded in 1493. The seven houses that constituted

the town were built along the nivers Ploskaya and South Bug. The town belonged to the
Podolian region of the Polish kingdom. In the sixicenth century the Poles built a wooden
fortress in Proskurov, similar (o the fortresses built in the nearby settlements of Letichey,
Medzhibosh and others, designed 1o protect the Polish kingdom from Turkish invasiona.
The proximily to rivers and the foriress gave spur to the growth of the town. By the end
of the sixteenth century Proskurov was a little trading lown and had a Polish military
garrison. Polish soldiers came from the noble class and were Roman Catholic. In 1510,
a Polish pobleman Stanislavy Gursky received Proskurov as & reward from the King for
his services. The Ukrainian peasanis who lived on the land became his serfs Ukrainian
peasants belonged 1o Greek Onhodox faith since 988 AD.' Throughout their domain, the
Polish rulers persecuted Ukrainians, whose religion and ethnicity they perceived as
inferior, In serfdom, Ukrainians led a downtrodden existence.” In 1596, a split occurred
in the Ukrainian church. A part of the Ukrainian clergy became Greek Catholic, a
variation of Catholicism with strong Greek Orthodax traditions, such as married clergy.’
In Proskurov, however, as in most other towns in Podolia, the majority of Ukrainians did
not change their fith." Hence Ukrainians lived in wretchedness in the Polish kingdom
for many years. Podolia changed from Polish 1o Russian ownership al the end of the
eighteenth century.” Under the Russians, Ukrainians did not fare better than under the
Poles. Religion and the relationships between Ukrainians and their minority ruling



4

classes, Poles and Russians, defined the relationship between the two dominant groups of
Proskurov, Ukrainians and Jews.

Although Jewish settlements existed in the area that became Ukraine since the
twelflh century, and in the fourteenth century, a Polish King Cazimir, influenced by his
Jowish mistress, invited Jews o settie on Ukrainian territories,” Ukrainian historisns do
not mention a seftlement of Jews in Proskurov until 1578. Most of the Jewish seitlers
were refugees from German religious persecutions.” While the records of Polish poll 1ax
paymenis indicale thal the number of Jews in Proskurov in 1765 was 750, similar
population statistics are missing for Ukrainians in the town.® In 1795, as a result of the
second partition of Poland, Proskurov and the whole of Podolia became & part of the
Russian Empire.” The Russian Tsars came to dominate the people of Ukraine, In 1797,
the number of Jewish inhabitants in Proskuroy, 1,522, was three times as many as the
number of Gentiles, 492; all 60 of the town's merchants were Jews. According to a
Russian census, in 1806, the wial population of Proskurov was 2,002 people. The census
of 1847 indicates that 3,107 Jews lived in the town; in 1864 the total population
numbered 6,930 people. In 1897, cut of 22,915 Proskurovers, 11,411 were Jews. The
last census taken in the town before the end of the Russian Empire, reveals that in 1909,
out of 35,771 people, there were 16,971 Jews, 10,677 Greek Orthodox people (mainly
Ukrainians but also Russians), 8,026 Catholics (mainly Poles but probably a small
percentage of Ukrainians, as well), and 97 people who did not indicate their religion,"
Thus at least from the nineteenth century the Jews were an ethnic majority in Proskurov
and Ukrainians were the nexi numerous group, a patiern characteristic of urban cenlers in
Podelia. (The Jewish presence in Ukrainian countryside was insignificant. Hence,



although Jews were concentrated in Ukrainian cities, in 1897, they constituted only eight
percent of the whole population of Ukraine).'' Ower the centuries of their cnexistence,
however, no harmonious relationship developed between fews and Gertiles. Religion
and political reality, where Ukrainians were never the dominant people in their own land,
caused separatencss, mistrust and antipsthy between the two people and ullimately
resulied in anti-Jewish pogroms in 1918-1920. The Proskurov pogrom'? was but one
episode in the anti-Jewish violence in Ulraine in the early twenticth century,

Religion defined the way of life of the people in the Polish kingdom. Jewish
religion is based on “Servitude to the Name of G-d."'" When the Jews settled in Polish
Podolia, the observance of Shabat and numerous other religious holidays, dictary laws,
dﬂ!}rnmnh;mmm%uﬂﬂmmdynrfﬂmw&m
preoccupied in their own community and encouraged little social contact with Christians.
In fact, as when in the Biblical times Joseph commanded his brothers, the tve've tribes of
Isracl, to settle in Egypt apant from the pagan Egyptians, the Jews who settled in Podolia
regarded them with contempt. The Jews spoke Yiddish, a Germanic dialect with Hebrew
overiones, and in their daily moming prayers in Hebrew men thanked G-d for not having
been made non-fews."* Similar 1o the Jews, Roman Catholic Poles and Greek Orthodox
Ukrain.ans were also deeply entrenched in their respective religions. Church attendance
mEmﬂ:ﬂﬂﬁMﬂﬂﬂﬂmhﬂMWﬂuﬁmﬁfmmm
Both Christian Churches taught that Jews have killed the only son of G-d, Jesus Christ,
and were “the lowliest of all nations.™* The myths about Jews using the blood of
Mmﬁﬂmmﬁ:uﬂm,]mmimﬁﬂhmﬂmhﬁngﬂwﬂ-wmﬂﬁpﬂ:



were taken as truths in the Polish kingdom, as elsewhere in medieval Europe. The fact
that Jews spoke and worshiped in foreign languages and kept apart from Christians
reinforced the alien image of the Jews, '*

This setting of three conflicting religions ultimately shaped the sociceconomic
relationship between the peoples living in Ukrainian territory. Although the Poles
allowed Jews 1o settle in their kingdom, because they were infidels, Jews were nol
aliowed to own or 1o cultivate land. Roman Catholic Poles owned all the land while
Greek Orthodox peasants, bound to the land in the Ukraine (literary the “borderiands” in
Slavic), cultivaled it, and were burdened with heavy taxes by the hated Poles. By default,
Jews had to choose their residences in towns, such as Proskurov. Thus Jewish settlement
contributed (o the growth of urban centers in Ukraine. Despite the fact that Jews were
Christ-killers, largely illitcrate Polish landlonds valued Jews for their male literacy,
Living com/fortably in the Commonwealth of Poland, the Poles rarely appeared in the
Ukraine but used Jewish agents to collect burdensome laxes from Ukrainian peasants,
The Jews made their living from keeping a small percentage from the taxes, irading, and
eraflemanship.'’ To & downtrodden Ukrainian peasant an alien Jewish tax collecior
appeared as the source of his misery. That the “lowliest of all nations.” the Devil-
worshipers, associated with the Poles, should “plow the field with our people as one
plows with oxen,”* appeared a5 an ultimate injustice to the peasanis. Thus when in
1648-1652 Bogdan Kimelnitskiy led a Cossack rebellion against the Polish nohility,
thousands of Ukrainian peasants joined in rebellion and massacred 100,000 Jews along
wilh many Poles.'® In Abvas of Despair, Rabbi Nathan Hanover, s survivor of the

Khmelnitskiy rebellion, described the horrors of the Jewish massacres in many towns in



Volhynia and Podolia. Although Hanover did no. mention Proskurov in the Abpss, the
Fews of Proskurov until this day cite the Khmelnitskiy massacres as one of the
misfortunes that befell their ancestors.™

Although in Western and Central Esiope, where anti-Jewish persecution was also
common in medieval ages, the Jews becarre fully or at least nominally emancipated by
the twentieth century,” on the eve of WW1, Russian Jews and Ukrainians stood almost in
the same place as they did in the seventeenth century. When, in 1795, Podolia and other
parts of Ukraine became & part of the Russian Empire, the Tsars continued 1o keep
Ukrainian peasants in serfdom. Intent on keeping the Jews out of the heartland of Russia,
unless they converted to Greek Orthodoxy, the Taars confined the Jews to the territory
where they resided before 1795, known as the Pale of Sefilement.” The emancipation of
the serfs in 1361 and the appearance of sugar refineries, waxwork, brewing, iron, tobacco
factories, brickworks, and oth.r indusirial enterprises in Proskurov in the second half of
the nineleenth century, evidently resulied in the growth of the town. In 1880, Proskurov
was given the staius of a city and a regional capital (swezd).”’ In the region of Proskurov,
out of 226,000 inhabitants 27,000 (12%) were Jews.™* Villages were overwhelmingly
seitled by Genlile peasants. However, in a few towns, like Felshtin and Chemy Ostrov,
Jews made up nearly hundred percent of the population. In Yiddish these towns were
w'wnu:ﬁm-'ﬂ.'fhtrmhhﬂwmﬁmliiumﬂlmintm:it}rnfhmhwkuhllf
and half.® Yet, with the only exception of their interaction in the market for goods and
services, on the eve of WWI, the Jewish and Ukrainian communities continued to be as

scparale from each other as in the sevenleenth ceiitury.



The oppressive tearist policies procluded the overwhelming majority of Jews from
maving into the Gentile society and from scquiring secular non-religious education.
Miuhwmm,wﬁhmmmummt
small minority of politicized Jews and their orthodax brethren, 10 2 large extent, Jewish
communities remained socially seif-secluded. The chservance of the Jewish law and
Jewish holidays remained the way of life of the overwhelming majority of the Jewish
people. In Proskurov, Jows worshiped in five synagogues while Gentiles prayed in two
Greek Orthodox churches or the Catholic church. Although they traded with Ukrainisss,
Jews commonly mistrusted Gentiles. After more than three hundred years of coexistence,
the majority of the Jews in Proskurov did not speak Russian or Ukrainian, only Yiddish.
m:mmmmum.mmu@wﬁmﬁqm
features from Ukrainians, such as dark eyes and dark hair. Jewish children did not attend
the same schools as their Gentile peers. In 1910, there were 18 Jewish schools {cheders)
in Proskurov and a smaller number Christian primary schools. Gentiles sitended one nf
hmﬂhiﬂmmlkpfwﬂmm}hhmy. Jewish men and women could
:mmmﬁuhmmmmmmmmmmmmwh
lrliﬂm,mmdmlhn:.mdnTllmndTm-:r:liﬁm:mlh‘phmmmd
orphans. In addition, the Jewish and the Christian hospitals functioned separately in
Proskurov.™ The dividing line between Jews and Ukrainians stemmed from refigion bul
was also ethnic in character. The myths of Jewish blood libel persisted in Ukraine. In
1911, Mendel Beilis was charged with a ritual murder of a Gentile boy in Kicv (he was
acquitted in 1913).”" On the other hand, in 1915, an undoubledly anti-Semitic observer
of Jewish and Ukrainian life in Galicia, Glushkevich, wrote that *“From the religious point



urvhwlmmmmmvﬂrﬁumuummwm“mmwhﬂ
comgrised & pemicious, separsic race. ™ In his recollections about the events that took
place in Proskuroy in 1919, K. Ly:iuhwhuwuﬂuhﬂdufﬂumimﬂlimln
the paramilitary ﬂuiniﬂrﬂhnufﬂﬂcityﬂlhulimmﬂﬂhhdmy friends
m;mninimuﬂllumlm Yet he invariably referred 1o the Ukrainians as
dﬁ“umupmph“tnﬂkmu]mdhuumiu‘uﬂ‘ﬁ:h“mﬁm.“ Thus the
xenophobic perception of Jews by Gentiles in Proskurov was reflected even in Ukrainian
language and speech.

Hﬁaﬂylhﬁr#mqﬁunufﬂmlmhm:hnﬂtrﬂnhnw&;ﬁmaﬂhﬁrm
himhimpunuﬂmmﬂmmﬂuwwmnmh;ﬂuu in Ukraine in 1918-1920.
In the last days of the Russian Empire, nationalistically minded Ukrainians viewed their
history as an cverlasting oppression by loreigners. Even afler the Tsars lifted the yoke of
urﬁlnmm!!ﬂl.l.htnujurit}'nfLﬁrﬁnimmﬁnuﬂiﬂmiiinpﬂvﬂm In 1897 less
than six percent of all Uksainians lived in Ukrainian urban centers; sevenly-thiee percent
worked as peasanis whilc most of the land still belonged (o ethnically Polish
landowners.® Until 1905 the Tsars prohibited publications in the Ukrainian language
and did not allow any state schooling in that language. In fact, many Great Russian
intellectuals regarded Ukrainian 2s a Southem dialect of Russian rather than a separate
language: “the Ukrainisn language pever was, is not, and can never be."' When Tsar
Nicholas relaxed his imperial grip in 1905 and granted some basic civil ights and
representation in jocal govemments 1o the people of his Empire, tkrainians still did not
feel themselves politically in charge. In 1919, in the local government of Proskurov

(Dumat), out of 50 democratically elecied representatives, 24 were Jews. " (Keeping in
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mind that Jews constituted almost half of the population of Proskurov, the high
perceniage of Jews in the city Duwma is not demonstrative of Ukrainian sititude towards
Jews). At the head of the city govemment in Proskurov were two Polish representatives
and not Ukrainians, similar 1o the patiem in the cther cities and towns of Podolin.” Jews
dominated industry in Ukraine (15%); Russizns constituted the second largest group in
the indusirial class { 19%)." Khmelnitskiy historians definitively state that in 1909 eight
ol of 41 major industries in the city, including a sugar refinery, an aluminum factory,
and cement factories, were owned by Jews.” There is no reference as to the ethnicity of
the other owners. Jews also dominated trade. A pon-native of Proskurov described this
clity in 19091911 as “a large Jewish community of iradesmen and small shops.™* Thus,
in the eyes of Ukrainians, Jews were responsible for the ups and downs of their economy.
When, during WWI, the Tsar failed to stimulate the imperial economy, and high inflalicn
alflicted the cities, Ukrainians directed their wrath against Jewish tradesmen
{spetwdyanty): *During the time that Likrainian sons. .. soaked the battlefields with their
blood mid coverad them with their bodies. .. [the Jews] pillaged our land, and sold it
out™" Police reports in numerous Ukrainian cities documented thal the doubling,
tripling and quadrupling of prices evoked extreme animosity against Jews by Christians.”*
The fact that the Jewish intetligentsia (maskifim) and Jewish liberaks, who represented o
small but vocal minority of the Jews in the carly twentieth century, absorbed the cullure
and the language of the hated Russians, did not endear Jews to Ukrainians.” Thus on the
eve of Workd War 1, as in the seventeenth century, the majority of Ukrainians reganded

Jews as aliens and as their historical oppressors.



World War One was humiliating and disastrous 1o the Russian Empire, and,
perhaps, more than any other factor, led to its downfall. Soldiers of all ethric groups died
at the front not only from baithe but also from typhus snd starvation,” Unlike in Galicia
{Western Ukraine that belonged 1o Austro-Hungary), spparently, no battles ook place on
the terrilory of Podolia. Yet in Ukrainian citics shortages of food and basic commoditics
gave rise to cutrages, which sometimes resulted in small-scale violence againsi
merchanis. People held the Tear ultimately responsible for the lailings in the war, Thus
the ahdication of Tear Nicholas IT in March 1917, and the accession of the popular
Previsienal Government with its declaration aboul the “gbolition of &l class, religious,
and naticnal restrictions™" was welcomed by Ukrainian socialists; they aspired to get
cultural and linguistic independence at last. The Central Rada, a coalition ol socialist
parties thal came to represend Ukraine under the Provisional Government, declared in ils
First Universal proclamation of June 1917: “let the poople of Ukraine have the right to
manage ils own life on ils own sodl,” within Russia.*? Yet, in 1917, Ukrainians
constiluted only 72 percent of all people living in Ukraine; less than 20 percent of all
Ukrainians were literate, and the Ukrainian intelligentsia represented only a small
minorily of their people.”’ Thus the leadership of the Central Rada realized the need for
non-Likrainian “democratic clements™ to join them in the building of a culturally
autonemous Ukraine. In its Second Universal of July 1917, the Central Rada invited
Jewish, Russian and Polish minorities, and other peoples living in Ukraine to take part in
the drafling of the legislation for the new autonomy. Those Jewish political parties thal

believed that a Jewish autonomy in a country other than Palestine could be the answer to
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the end of Jew-hatred and tsarist oppression gladly snswered the call, other minonities,
too, took part in the clections for the new legislative body.

In the summer and fall of 1917, the Ukrainian Central Rada passed very liberal
legislation, favorable towards Jews and other munorities. A General Secretary for
Mationality Affairs was appointad by the Rada “1o campaign for accord smong all
nationalities in Ukraine, with the aim of forging a political consensus of al! peopies living
within its boundaries in the upcoming battle for [territorial] sutonomy.” On Jaly 13,
1917, the Rada sppointed Jewish, Russian and Polish Secretaries for Naticoality Affairs
o represent the needs of their respective peoples. For the first time in the history of
Russia, a Jew represented his people in a legislative body at a state level. In September
of 1917, ninety-two delegates that represented twenty different nationalities in the
Congress of Nationalities formulated the Law of National-Personal Autonomy; passed in
Januvary of 1918, the law granted “exira-territorial personal autonomy”™ to Great Russians,
Poles and Jews of Ukraine.* While most Western and Central Furopean countries
granted Emancipation to the Jews with an implication that Jews should assimilate,
abandon their traditions and adopt the culture of the Gentiles," the articles of the
Congress of Nationalities specifically granted the Jewish minority the right to retain its
cultural distincliveness within Ukrainian democracy. Article 6 of the Law of National-
Personal Aulonomy made the Jewish Vice-Secretarial for Nationality Affairs {whose title
later changed 1o the Minister of Jewish Affairs) responsible for sefling up a Jewish
education system within Ukraine. Article 10 guaranteed the full use of Yiddish, Russian
and Polish languages in Ukraine. On November 7, 1917, the Central Rada prociaimed
Ukraine a Ukrainian National Republic {(LINR) within greater Russia and subsequently
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issued currency with inscriptions in Ukrainian, Russian, Polish, and Yiddish,
unprecedented in the history of any country.'” Thus, overnight, the lives of both Jews
and Centiles seemed on the verge ol & complete transformation in Lkraine. Yet the
miracle did not materialize.

The Bolshevik Revolution, which took place on November 7, 1917 while World
War | was still going on, spelled the end of every reform altained in the Russian Empire
during the shon reign of the Provisional Government. When the Bolshevik Red Army
invaded Ukraine in January 1918, with the intent of spreading Communism Lo this part of
the former Russian Empire, Ukrainian nationalistic aspirations were shattered. A Civil
War ensued. In o desperate atiempt to save their perceived sutonomy, on February 9,
19i7 the leadership of the Ukrainizn National Republic, known as the Directory and
headed by Volodymyr Vynnychenko and Symon Petliura, concluded a scparate peace
with the Central Powers. German and Austro-Hungarian troops promptly moved inlo
Ukraine and by March pushed the Red Army out of Kiev. In Apnl 1918, a German
sponsored coup, led by Ukrainian General Skoropadskiy, temporanly pushed the
Directory oul of the scene. In Kiev, German troops issued proclamations accusing Jews
of disrupling “general peace™ in the Ukraine by the spreading felse rumors regarding
CGierman and Ausirien authorities, and promised to punish the Jews for their offence. In
Podolia, however, apparenily German soldiers behaved with respect lowands the local
population. Tova Perlshicin, a resident of Kupel, some 60 km west of Proskurov,
described the German occupation of her shietf:

The German commanders who billeted in the homes of the Jews behaved with

dignity and received a warm welcome... The Jews were captivated by the clegant

behavior of the German soldiers Lo such an extent that on a Shabal towards the
end of the war, when a passing German airplane dropped a bomb en the shietl, the
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Jews were convinced it was an error - that they had no intention of harming

civilinns.*

In December 1918, after the Germans and Skoropadakiy retrealed from Ukraine,
the fighting between the Red Anmy and the Directory troops (and other numerous ammies
and selfl-proclaimed bands) resumed in full force in the chaos of the Civil War. No
definite fronl lines exisled between the armies. One government replaced another in a
matter of days. In Proskurov, 16 different governments existed consecutively throughout
the Civil War. From November of 1918 until November of 1920, Bolsheviks and
Directory troops replaced one another 11 limes.” Thousands of Ukrainian peasants and
Cessacks joined the Direclory troops to fight the Bolshevik Red Army.

To be sure, Ukrainian peasants and Cossacks did not fight on the side of the
Directory for ideological reasons. Since less than 20% of Ukrainians were lilerale, the
majorily of the troops did nol know thal “from everyone sccording o [his] ability, to
everyone according lo [his] need™ was a Communist dogma. The Belshevik attack on
religion, “the opium of the masses.” did nol begin to materialize until afler the
Communisis had won the Civil War. In 1915, an observer of religious life in Westem
Ukraine noted that the Orthodox Christians valued their religious traditions rather than
Christian dogma. While most peasants went (o church oo Sundays, immediately alter the
services they visiled local taverns to get drunk on alcohol. ™ Forced collectivization of
farmlands by Communists did not begin unti! 1929 in the Soviel Union. The fact that, in
1917, the Central Rada with popular suppont from Ukrainians propesed land reforms,
which would dispossess wealthy Polish landowners, suggesis thal the Bolshevik attack on
the rich did not conflict with the Directory cither.” When, in 1918, the Communists

“nationalized” {confiscated by force) large businesses in Proskurov, the victims of the
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nationalization were mainly the owners, Jews and wealthy Gentiles, not Ukraindan
Cossacks. Thus s Ukrainian soldier did not perceive the invading Bolsheviks s
ideological enemies but rather as national enemies, trying to subordinate the Ukrainian
masses after their first sleps to free will,

The vast majority of Jews in Ukraine were politically inactive st the time of the
Civil War. In 1909-191 1, when Isasc Donen tried to organize the workers of Preskurav
into & "workers' organization™ {a labor union of sorts), he met “only disappointment and
pessimism.” Donen wrote, “Some of them [workers] were even afraid 1o talk shout it
Others laughed at me and wamed me not to accept such naive and wild ideas.™ " By
1911, in the population of more than 35,000, the workers' organization counted only 500
members, mos! of whom were Jews. The strikes carried out by the organization were
mosily directed against Jewish employers: “'We were not afraid of them because even
many of their children belonged to us.”™ Yet the organization of Isasc Donen was not
Communist. Whereas Communists are viciously anti-religious, most of the meetings of
the organization were held in a synagogue. In discord with the Commumst pro-
internationalism ideology, one leader even proposed that the membership in the
organization be limited to Jews.™ Neither Jewish sociulist parties nor Zionists that
represented Jews in the Ukrainian National Republic agreed with the Communist
~ idealogy because of its denial of national distinctiveness.™ Yet the Ukrainian masses,
overwhelmingly, perceived the invading Red Army as a Jew-driven force. For reasons
that will not be discussed here, Jews were disproportionately represented in the
Communist party of Russia. In 1917, almost 30 percent of the Bolshevik Ceniral

Commitice was Jewish by nationality. Leon Trotsky, the Bolshevik Commissar of
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Foreign Affairs who organized the Red Army was a son of a Ukrainian Jewish femer.
Jewish Bolsheviks broke all their ties with the religion of their parents and the Jewish
community and identified themselves only with the intemational proletanial. Yet the faci
that 75% of the members in i terrorizing Extraordinary Commitiee, which sccompanied
the Red Army into Kiev in 1918 had Jewish origins, convinced Ukrainians that
“oppressor,” “Holshevik,” and “Jew™ were synonymous words, * The 1905 fraudulent
publication, emtitled The Protocols of the Elders of Zigs, which describes the alleged
Jewish plan to conquer and subordinate the world, undoubtedly, also influenced
Ukrainian nationalists.”” Thus in the chaos of the Civil War, from 1918 to 1929, Jews,
who were perceived as aliens, foreigners, economic and political oppressors, and the
henchmen of the Russian Bolsheviks, became the victims of pogroms, unprecedented in
magnitude, carried out by Ukrainian Directory troops and other perpetrators.

The pogrom in Proskurov was but one episode in the anti-Jewish violence that
took place from 1918 1o 1920. A Bolshevik uprising served as a pretext for the pogrom.
On February 10, 1919, the underground Belshevik council of Podolia issued a secrel
onder for a region-wide Bolshevik uprising, (o take place on February 15, against the
Directory troops.’® Proskurov was chosen as the starting point of the uprising evidently
because of its stralegic location on the railroad junctions between Starokonstantinoy and
Kamenets-Podolsky and between Zhmerinka and Volochysk, and because the 15th
Belgorod and the 8th Podolis regiments stationed in the cily were pro-Bolshevik.” Two
days prior 1o the revoll, the secrel coalition of the socialist parties in Proskurov, headed
by o member of a Jewish socialist party, learned about the scheduled uprising from the

Communisia, who were also pari of the coalilion. Although the socialisl parties leared
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that the revolt woukd fail and lead 10 oppression of the local political parties and the Jews
in Proskurov, the Communists maintained that the uprising must proceed and would
succoed because a tolal of eleven localities in Ukraine were to revoll simultaneously, and
Bolsheviks from 16 surrounding villages with amimunition were 1o come to Proskurov o
bolster the rebellion.**

At 6:15 am, on Saturday February 15, the Jewish Sabbath, the uprising began.
After taking control of the city postal office and the telegraph, and establishing their
headquarters in a Jewish apartment on Aleksandrovskaya Street, the main street of
Proskurov, the Bolshevik organizers awoke the 15th Belgorod and the 8th Podolia
regiments to fight the Cossack Zaporozhian brigade and the 3rd Haidamak regiment, both
layal to the Directory and stalioned in the city since the beginning of February.
Apparenitly, afler secing thal the Cossacks were much more numerous than they and thal
i help was coming from the nearby villages, the pro-Bolshevik regiments retreated and
dispersed lo nearby towns. Directory troops pul down the uprising in less than two hours.
The Cossacks celebrated their “viclory " with a huxurious feast and vodks*' According to
the recollections of Lysiuk, who witnessed the skirmish between the Bolsheviks and the
Directory troops, afler 10:00 am on the same day, the Cessacks broke into the apartment
on Aleksandrovsikaya Sireet where they found ammunition. After leaming sbout the
incident, the ataman {commander) of the Zaporozhian brigade, Semosenko, called unto
his Cossacks and instructed them thus:

Without shooting, without looting, cul out the Jews in those apartments that rose
to rebellion. For murder of children and for plunder 1 will shoot {ynu].“

One soinik (company cotnmander), who had connections with Petliura, the General

Secretary for Military AfTairs in the Directory, refused to carry oul the order and his sonka
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{company of 100) walked out of Proskurov. The rest of 300 to 600 Cossacks aligned in a
military formation and, preceded by a musical band, marched down the
Aleksandrovskays Street.’ At precisely 2:00 pm the Cossacks dispersed in &ifTerent
directions and the massacre began:

The Angel of Death was knocking on their doors. .. in groups of five to fifleen,
looking absolutely calm [they] walked into houses. They took out “swords." And
began to raze those whosoever Jewish was in the house, without distinction o age
or sex. They killed elderly people, women, and children. . .**

The witness Shenkman gave evidence that the Cossacks killed his younger
brother ins the sireet near his house, then entered the house and cut open his
mother's head. Other members of the family tried to hide under beds, but when a
small brother of his saw his mother dead, he g0t out from under *he bed and
kissed the dead body. Thercupon the old father also camie oul from his hiding and

The house of Krotchak was visited by cight men, who began breaking all the
window-pancs. Five men entered the house while three remained outside. Those
in the house seized the old man Krotchak by his beard, dragged him = *he
window of the kitchen and threw him out of the window 1o the other three who
killed him. Then they killed the old woman and her two daughters. A young
woman who was visiling in the house was dragged by her long hair into ancther
room, then thrown out of the window into the street and there killed. Afer that
the Cossacks re-entered the house and inflicted several wounds on a boy aged 13,
who became deafl in consequence. His elder brother received nine wounds in his
stomach and his side, having first been placed on his mother’s dead body.*

In the house of Za.ulia one danghter was killed who was tortured for a long time.
The boy in the house received a few wounds and pretended be was dead. The
mac:ﬂtﬁruffcrndmmymmmdmlhqr:plind: “wie came for [your] souls
only.
...one wounded young man agked to be shot. A Haidamak shot him twice,
another [haidamak] said 10 him “why do vou shool, the alaman ondered us to cut,
but not 1o shoot.” The former one replied: “what can | do, he asks me himself ™
As the slaughter proceeded, the city paramilitary administrative commandant, Kiverchuk,
disarmed all policemen except those who volunieered and took part in the bloodshed, and

sent telegrams to police stalions in nearby villages 1o shoot on the spoi all “instigators
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and Jews"” picked up on the road Meeing fro.n Proskurov or transfer them 1o Proskurov
commandant for execution,”’

Some Christian civilians tried 1o stop the massacre and to nelp the Jews. A man
named Kocherovs'kyi ran into the street and tried to save a Jewish child, crying to the
Cossacks, “Christians, what are you doing™ He and the child were killed immediately.*
Emma Sheynberg testified thal a Ukrainian friend forewamed and helped the family of
her mother to hide from the pogromists.” A member of Ukrainian intelligentsia,
Verkhola, was instrumental in bringing order hack to Proskurov.™ Yet other Gentile
civilians were indiTerent to Jewish lale and some even took part in the camage:

Dr. Skornik. .. boasted that in one house they met such 8 besudful youny woman

that noene of the haidamaks dared to cut her; then he cut her with his own hands. ..

When one charity nurse cried 1o him: “What are you doing, you are wearing a

bailge of the Red Cross,” - he ripped off his badge and continued to cut.”

‘Three hours after the slaughter began, a city administrator Taranovich telegraphed
Shapalov, the Direciory commander of the front, who immediately (elcgraphed an onder
to Semosenko to stop the massacre. The Cossacks were summoned by their ataman and
they ceased the slaughler in an “'organized™ way just as they started their “mission.”
Sporadic killings continued in Proskurov through Sunday, February 16, Lysiuk asseris
that on Sunday moming money and valuables were found next to the many dead bodics
that lined the streets because the Cossacks refused to sccept bribes rom Jews, in
accordance with the order from Semoscenko. Adowever, according to the numerous Jewish
witnesses who survived the massacre, during the night from Saturday to Sunday,
Cossacks, local police, and many others in Proskurov looted the houses of the murdered
Jews and of those who remained in hiding in their busements, altics, and elsewhere. On

Monday, the surviving Jews buried 1,200 corpses in four mass graves. Out of 600



wounded viciims, 300 joined the dead. Thus six percent of Proskurov Jewry was
annihilated.”

in & nearby village of Zarech'ye, peasants broke into the houses of “their” Jews
and killed them without the help from Direclory troops. The peasanis “arrested™ the Jews
on Lhe roads and gave them in 1o Cossacks who proceeded to cul. The peasants of
Grinovisy, invited Cossacks to their village, who plundened 30,000 rubles from the local
forty Jews. Although Cossacks offered 1o the peasants of Grinovisy to murder “their™
Jewu, as well, the peasants refused to spill Jewish blood in their village and drove them
oul 1o Proskuroy to the “authorities.” The lives of forly Jews were spared because by that
time Semosenko halted the massacre.”

After hearing sbout the massacre in Proskurov, on February 16, 1,900 Jews of
Felshtin, located 25 km from Proskurov, asked the head of police of their shretf for
protection and paid him the “appropriate sum.” Instead of protecting them, the head of
police invited peasants from the nearby village of Porich've to surround the Jews. When,
on February 17, the Cossacks and haidamaks came (o Felshtin from Proskurov, 485 Jews
were brutally murdered; many were fatally wounded and died subsequently. In Felshtin,
unlike in Proskurov, the soldiers raped and maimed most women and girls before they
killed them. Also unlike in Proskurov, the pogromists accepted “contributions”™ - money
and jewelry, from some of the Jews who pleaded for their lives.™

In the city and in the shrevles, Cossacks, local police and “specifically peasants™
pulled up carts to Jewish stores and homes 1o load the stolen goods.” Apparently,
although many of them were indifferent lo the Jewish fate, the Gentiles who resided in
Prosiuroy next 1o the Jows did not take a pro-active role in the plunder. Yet to Ukraimian
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peasants, the murder and plunder of alien Jews wa fully justified. In his explanatory
proclamation, issued on February 17, Semosenko stated that the pogrom was commitied
because:

scime irresponsible men. .. of the Jewish nation, wanted 1o seize power, bring

confusion into the services of the State and lead our Ukraine, which has slready

suffered so much, into anarchy and disorder.™
Semosenko admitted that it is guite possible that among the victims who fell by the srms
of my Cossacks there were many innocent persons.”™ Yel, in his opinion, the murders of
1,500 Jows in Proskurov and 485 Jews in Felshtin, as a revenge for an uprising by two
Bolshevik military regiments, were fully justified.”

Before he lefi the city on February 27, 1919, Semosenko collected 600,000 rubles
from the Jews who remained in Proskurov “in gratitude for the labors™ of his troops.
Semosenko was nol court-martialed by the Directory until 1920.™ Nearly every other
change of government in Proskurov, until the end of the Civil War, resulied in minor
pogroms against the Jews. Jews became used to paying “contributions™ for their lives o
soldiers. Many of them constructed permanent shelters in the basements and attics of
their one-story and two-story houses on the dirt roads of Proskurov (o protect themselves
from the pogromists. [n the wonds of Tova Perlshiein:

The reds blamed the [Jews] for warmly receiving the whiles; the whites claimed

that the Jews like the reds better so they murdered jews. The revolutionary red

seldiers, when they amived in the shtetl [Kupel, 60 km west of Proskurov] hurried
to steal whatever Lhey could find. Along came their officers who demanded the

Jews give them gobd, watches, and boots, and if the booty was not lorthcoming

they murdered the Jews, The whites behaved similarly but the soldiers joined in

with their officers.”
Thus the nearly ten percent of the Jews of Proskurov who were murdered in 1919 became

a2 pant of the more than Im.ﬂﬂﬂlmkﬂhdinpnm” The pogroms ended when the



Soviet government permanently occupied Ukraine. The Red Army walked into
Proskurov on November 18, 1920 The Soviet rule became embedded. Twenty years
iater, during World War Two, the memory of the pogrom and the Civil War, and the
Jewish perception of the Soviet reality afTected the behavior of the Jews in the Holocaust.
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HOLOCAUST IN PROSKUROV

During World War Two, Hitler lod Nazi Germany lo conquer the living space,
Lebensraum, for the German race in Western and Esstern Europe and to snnihilste the
Jews of the Barth - “the vermin® and “the parasites” - “the misfortune™' of the German
people. Although Germany lost the War and the integrity of its State, from 1939 until
1945, the Nazis successiully annihilated two oul of every three European Jews, in
addition 1o the Jewish men and women who fought snd died in the Allied Armies,” Since
the end of World War Two, the survivors, the perpetrators, the bystanders, and their
descendanis have struggled to understand how and why the Holocaust has happened. A
vas! number of documents, disries, pholographic evidence, scholarly literslure, and
memoirs have been produced and published 1o explicate the murder of a people in
Westem, Central and Eastern Europe.

in 1941, Hitler attacked the Soviet Uinion with the tripartite goal of exploiiing the
natural and human resources of the racially inferior Slavs, eradicating Bolsheviam, and
exterminating Jews, who were responsible for Bolshevism in Hitler's mind. More than
3,000,000 Soviel Jews out of 5,000,000 fell victims 1o the Nazis.” For various ressons
the Soviet government suppressed Holocsust-relaled research and publications by
survivors and by indigenous and foreign researchers in the USSR, until its demise in
1991." While the truth shout the Jews in Western Ukraine, Latvis, Lithuanis, Estonia,
ard the largest Soviet cities has seeped out from under the [ron Curtain, the calastrophe
of the Jews in Podolia remains largely unknown. The fule of the Jews of Proskurov is
one chapter in the history of three miltion Jews who lived, died, and survived, during
World War Two, in the pre-1939 borders of the Soviet Union.
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Al 3:00 o’cloek in the moming, on Sunday, June 22, 1941, two vears after Hitler
had invaded Poland and declared war on France and England, Operation Barbarossa
began. Naxi Germany stiacked the Soviet Union.® As they watched the cises of 1941
graduate from high schools,” the Soviet citizens leamed about the beginning of war from
the speech of the Soviel Foreign Minister, Vyacheslav Molotov, transmitted over the
public radio loudspeakers throughout the country.” On June 23, the bombs were falling
on the cities of Westen and Eastern Ukraine, Byelorussia, and the Baltic states.® In
Proskurov, the bombing of civilian houses, the conflagration of kerosene storage, and the
deadly wounds of the first few victims brought the message of the German invasion
home.” Traditional Soviet historians cite the unpreparedness of the Red Army, in terms
of the number of tanks, aircraft, srtillery and motor vehicles as the reason for the Soviel
fuilures in the first months of the War. Contemporary evidence shows that the Soviet and
the German technologies were equivalent in 1941, and that the Red Army was
numerically superior 1o the German Wehrmachs. Stalin's unwillingness 1o believe the
intelligence reports, stating the exact date of the Operation Barbarossa, was the main
reason for the immediste inability of the Red Army to check the German advance. On
the day of the German invasion, the Soviet troops were not aligned along the border to
ward off the enemy. As a result of the immediate Soviel inaction, the German Ay
“smashed, captured or wholly discrganized” the Red Army units and rapidly advanced
into the interior of the USSR. While official Soviet communiqués claimed that the
German troops » e7e being successfuily repelled m the border areas, in reality, the Red
Ammy wis retrealing in disarray. ' On July 7, two weeks after the war has begun, units of
the German Army Group South marched into Proskurov,! 300 ke from the Western



border, and continued o sdvance east. By the end of September 1941, Germany
occupied Byelorussia, the Baltic states and the Ukraine.'’ The Soviet Army did not
liberate Proskurov until March 25, 1944, and all of Ukraine until August of that yesr."
The Jews who remained in the occupiod German territories were trapped.

It is difficult to estimate the number of Jews who remained in Proskurov on July
7, 1941, Ins 1909, 16,971 (47%) out of 35,771 inhabitants in Proskurov were Jews."* The
events that followed the Russisn Revolution of 1917 - the Civil War, the pogroms, the
migration of Gentiles and Jews into large cities, and the emigration of Gentile
intelligentsia and some Jews to Western Europe, Americs, or Palestine - resulied in »
decresse in the city's Jewish populstion. The last compiete census taken in the Soviet
Union prior to the Great Patriotic War indicates that in 1926 nearly 32,000 inhabitants
resided in Proskurov, 13,408 (42%) of whom were Jews.'? Although, in 1933, in the
rural aress of Ukraine and in the cilies thousands of people perished from the Stalin-
induced famine, snd hundreds of political “enermies of e siste” were cither executed or
deported from their homes in the late 1930°s, apparently, the population of Proskurov
increased by 1941, According 10 the pre-war residents of Proskurov, on the eve of the
Great Pairiotic War, the populstion of their city numbered approximately 60,000
pecple.’® ‘The liketihood of doubling of & city population in fifteer: years by natural
reproduction is very small. However, the migration of pessants into the urbsn centers of
Ukraine during the years of starvation could have produced such an increase; the
percentage of the Jewish population in Proskurov, thence, would have fallen.'” In the
two weeks between the invasion of the Soviet Union and the occupation of Proskurov,
June 22 - July ¥, a few Jewish familics who believed that the Nazis would ham the Jews
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and who had sccess 1o transporistion evacusted the city.'™ Al the same time, quiet » fow
university students who studied elsewhere in the Soviet Union, shocked and confused by
the news of the invasion, retumed home to Proskurov in the beginning of the war; some
of them were Jews. A fow Jewish families from the Proskirov oblast, who had relstives
in the city and believed that the war would be of short duration, also came to Proskurov. "
Men of sl nationalities, aged nineteen to thirty-six, volunieered for service and were
drafted into the Red Army: men with health-related problems were exempt.™® On June
22, sixty-five women in Proskurov volunteered to serve in the medical corps;' Jowish
women were among them, as well. Many Soviet officers snd soldiers, routed by the
Germans in the first days of the war, were taken as POWs. Those who managed 1o
escape - found themselves behind the front line; they had nowhere else to go but to retum
to their cities.™ Thus on July 7 the number of Jews in Proskurov must have been
spproximsiely the same or slightly lower than their number on June 22. More than
13,000 Jews remained in Proskurov under Nazi occupation,

In August of 1944, Hitler redrew the map of the occupied Soviet Undon. Western
Byelorussin and its main city Bialystok became part of the Reich-Protekiorst area,
annexed 1o East Prussia. Western Ukraine (Galicia) with its main city Lvov became
incorporated into the Generalgouvemement, Poland. Alfred Rosenberg, the Reich
Minister of the Occupied Eastern Terrilories, divided the remaining conquered territorien
of the Soviet Union into Reichskommissariat Ostland, which included Eastern
Byelorussia and the Baltic Siates, and Reichakommissarial Ukraine - Enstern Ukraine.
The Nazis planned to resetile large numbers of cthnic Germana in the fertite lands of
Ukraine and 1o exploit the natural and humsn resources of the Slavs. Ukrainisns were o
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Jearn i obey their Aryan (German) Masters. Jews had no piace in a German dominated
Europe. The Reichskommissar of Ukraine, Erich Koch, established his headquarters in
Vollsynian city of Rovno, 150 km North of Proskurov.”’ He subdivided Ukraine into
genersd regions (Generalbezirke}, and each region into administrative districts
(Gebietskommissariate).  In the sdministrative buresucracy of the Reichlommissasist
Ukraine, Proskurov became one out of twenty-six district centers in the Volthynian-
Podolisn general districl. Felshiin, Cherny Ostrov and Friedrichvovka, within 25 km of
the city, and adjacent viliages snd kolkhores became incorporsted into
Gebietskommissarial Proskurov, numbering a totad of 260,600 inhabiients in March
1942, Except agriculture, all Soviet enterprises and institutions, including schools snd
cultural centers, were shut down.”* Gebietskommissar Schmerbeck™ made his residence
in the House of Officers on Aleksandrovekaya Street in Proskurov in Ise July-August,
11T As the lowest-raiking official in the German hierarchy, Gebictskommissar
Schmerbeck was responsible in Proskurov for orgenizing and carrying out the policies of
ihe German Reich, which were formulated by Erich Koch.

In addition to the “civil” sdministration, four paramilitary groups, Einsstzgruppen
A, B, C and D, lotaling 3,000 men, entered the Soviet Union on the heels of the German
Army. On the cve of World War Two, the Einsatzgruppen were conceived and organired
by Reinhard Heydrich, the head of the Reich Security Main Office (RSHA). Heydrich
waa directly responsible io Heinrich Himmier, who was the head of the 55, the Mazi
agency responsible for carrying out the cxecution of Bolsheviks and the Final Solution -
the murder of European Jews. Each Einsatzgruppe, further subdivided into company-size
Einsslzkommandos and Sonderkommandos, received its smmunilion, gascline, food



n

rations, snd communications from the Army; however, its functional instructions came
from the $5.7 Thus the fate of the Jews in the occupied Soviet Union depended not only
on the German “civil” administration, but also on the “work™ of the Einsatzgruppen
wetached to each sres. The "civil” sdministrstion of Reichkommissariat Ukraine
facilitated the “special tasks™ of the Einsastrgroppen.

Einsstzgrappe C, headed by Ovio Rasch, followed the German Army Group South
intn Ukrsine. On September 29, 1941, less than two weeks sfter German troops walked
into Kicv, Einsstzkommando 42 of Einsstzgruppe C assembied snd massacred there
33,000 Jews in Bsbi Yar, 2 ravine outside the city. In the ssme month, Einsstzgruppe C
and German Order Police, under command of the Higher S5 and Podice leader Jeckein,
shot 23,000 Jews in Kamenets-Podolsky, 90 km South of Proskurov. ¥ According to the
Operationat Situation Report USSR No. 24, on July 16, 1941, Einsstzkommando 4h was
“st work” in Tamopol. From there, “it {was] planned to have the {Einsatz}Kommando
proceed to Proskurov."™ However, on August 7, Einsatrgruppe C reported that the
location of Einsstekommando 6 was in Proskurov.”’ 1t is possible that either
Einsatzkommando b never entered the city or that Einsstzkommando 6 eniered
Prosicarov after the Einsstzkommando 4b has siready left. As a rule, Einsstzkommandos
rapidly moved from one locstion 1o another 10 complete their “work.™ On July 30,
Einastzgreppe C reportod that

mrmmum[mymm is either destroved or removed.
All officials have disappeared.

The report also stated that {46 persons were shot in the city.” As a rule, Einsatzgrappen
summarily executed both Jews snd Bolsheviks.” However, since the Soviet (Bolshevik)
officials of Proskurov seem (o have evacuated the cily prior 1o German occupation, the
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majority of the people killed in thin first execution, evidently, were Jews. In addition,
from the very first day of their arrival, Nazis best, tortured, snd killed Jews randomly on
the streets of Proskurov; they cut off the beards of oid men and took photographs.
These sirocities were not documenied in the Einsstzgruppen Reports.

Spurred by the Naris, Western Ulrsinian nstionalists, who blamed the two-year
Soviet ccupstion of Western Ukraine with its repressions and deportations of masy
Ukrsinisns on Jew-Communists, siaged violen! pogroma in Weslern Ukraine. In Lvov,
Western Likrniniana murdered 4,000 Jews in ety July.”® ARer the pogroms in the
Western Ukraine, bands of nationalists organized imo suxiliary battalions snd raided
Jews throughoul Esstern Ukraine. Afier staging pogroms in the Chemovisy end fvano-
Frankovsk regions, the Bukovina Battalion, headed by a member of the Organization of
Likrirdan Nationalists (OUN), Peter Vainovsky, sssaulted Jews in the Proskurov area.”’
Etya Taalevich, 1 sixtean-year-old Jewish girl from Felshtin at the outset of the War, who
miraculously survived the Holocsust, described:

ool S et L

Some families were killed. I'd like to tell you what 1 saw with my own
eves. Once | was with the family of Abram Bukievker. We were having dinner.
Four policermen came in. They began unmercifully beating the father ol the
family and his two sons, one |9 and the other my nge, 16. They lied their hands,
ook then inlo the street and shot them just sround the comer. 'When Lhey were
being taken away, the mother began crying in o lemible voice. A policeman fired
al her several thmes. He shot her arm and shoulder. She fell down and did not see
how her husband and sons were shot. The same happened with a few other
Jewish families. [ don't need to mention plundering and beatings.™

In Proskurov, Shunim Shpak was whipped 10 death in the dining room of his cwn house.
His young daughter was dropped in an outdoor loilet and shot.™ 1t is likely that the
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Bukovina Battation was nol the enly Western Ukrainian force that ssssulted the Jews in
Gebietskommissariat Proskurov in early July,

The reaction of indigenous Ulkrsinians 1o Nazi and Western Ukrainian brutalities
against Jews in Proskurov was nol unanimous. Afler twenty vears of concealing their
few-hatred under the threal of Communist persecition of anti-Semites, many Ukrainians
in Froskurov joined the Nazis snd Western Ukrainians in the anti-Jewish pogrom. They
plundered Jewish homes and shops that were administered by Jews prior to the Great
Patrictic War. Gentile children broke windows in the synagogue. The forbidden “zhid”
reemerged in the speech of Ukrsinians.™ Yet some Ukrainian people in Proskurov and
adjacent lowns snd villages were appailed by the atrocilies against Jews. When their
“work” began in Eastern Ukraine, Einsaizkommando 6 of Einsatzgrappe C complained
that “almost nowhere can the populsiion be persuaded 10 take active steps against the
Jews.™' Every Jew who survived the Holocaust in Prosk..ov district owes his or her
survival in the Gentiles who did not betray or helped. Unfortunaiely, the deeds of
indigenous Jew-haiers outnumbered the deeds of Ukrainian heroes who saved the Jews.

On July 25, 1941, Himmler ordered the formation of indigenous auxilisry police,
Schuizmannschafien, in Reichskommissarisis Ostland and Ukraine:

The tasks of the police in the occupied easiern Lerritories cannot be fulfilled solely

with the [German] police and S5 personnel already deployed and yet to be

deployed. 1t is therefore necessary Lo estsblish without delay additional defense

formations from smaong those population segments in the conquered Lemitories
that are acceptable 1o us,

Lithusnian auxiliaries, who were especially ruthless, operaied in Ostland as well as in
Ukraine indigenous Ukrainian policemen, Schutzmaenner, were recruiled by the

Gestapo (Security Police) on voluntary basis and were trained by the SS. Neither



Lithusnian or Ukrainian policemen acted “srbitrarily.” Their actions were congroent
with the Nari policies and orders. Every policeman received daily pay and free
provisions for his wife and children.*! However, it seems that few policemen joined the
Schutzmannachaften singuiarly for this reason. The “informal incentives™ exceoded the
pay. Leonid Yorona from Zhitomir oblast, whose mother, Sofin Shterenbuk, saved her
son's and her own lives by posing o a Gentile woman and working as & housckeeper in a
wealthy Ukrainiss household in Proskurcy oblast, stated:

Approximaiely one week after my mother started working af the house [Spring,

1942], the son of the Mistress came home with five or six of his friends. He was s

policeman. They brought large bags of clothes stsined with blood and my mother
wathed those clothes of murdered Jews, Every time the son came home with his

friends, they drank booze (samogon) and played cands for jewelry and the gold

crowns, which they knocked out from the mouths of Jews before they shot them.
As in 1919, civilian Ukrainian Jew-haters did not initiste the violence against their Jewish
neighbors, bul once the Nazis gave them & green light, many volunteered to persecute the
Jews and to get rich on Jewish possessions. Ulrsinian policemen wore Old Russian
uniforms of “Ukrainian green™ color, not the “German green,” with blue-and-yellow
armbands. Sometimes, they wore civilian shirts. Policemen were mainly identified by
thetir hats and by the riftes, which ordinary civilians were nol allowed to carry. In
Proskurov policemen rode bicycles in the summers. *  While, in July 1942, the
policemen in Reichskommissarists Ostland and Ukraine numbered 33,270 men, by the
end of the year their number increased (o 47, 974.Y In Ukraine, stationary policemen
outnumbered German Gendarmerie ten 1o one.™ In Proskurov, Jews perceived the
emergence of Ukrainian police as sudden and unexpected. Their schocimates,
coworkers, and neighbors became policemen; Grischenko, a high schoo] military-



instraction teacher {voenruk), became the head of the Proskurov police.” Some
policemen were particularly brutal: Schutzmann Pastukh “speciatized in children™ - be
ripped live infents into halves.” Lithasnian and indigenous Ukrainian
Schutzmannschaften played an ample role in the execution of the Jews in Proskurov.
On July 7, a few Jews, who believed the rumors about Nazi atrocities to be
nothing more than Soviet propaganda, came cut of their houses to meet the Germana.
David Kozsk was severely bealen but not killed for the Tailure to take ofT his hat and to
bow in from of a Mazi.*' Others were beaten, tortured #nd killed. Most fews, threstened
by Nazis, Western Likrainians, and hostile neighbors alike, refrained from leaving their
homes. Many hid in the sheliers constructed from 1918 i 1920 during the Russisn
pogroms. Older people recalled the 1919%-massacre and prayed that this, too, would
pass.’ After the initinl violence, Jews were ondered to sew a Mogen David - a Star of
David sewn in black on & yellow circle B cm in dizmeter — onto the upoer front and back
of every piece of their clothing.”’ In late July-August, Gebietskommisssr Schmerbeck
ordered Jews 10 assemble in a ghetio, two blocks on Kupecheskaya and Remesiennaya
Streets near the open market place, surrounded by a tall row of barbed wire with one gate.
The signs to assemble in the ghetto were posted in the city. Persons fuiling to appesr
would be thot.™ Since the number of German officials, S5 and Gendarmesie in
Proskurov was small and Germans very often couid not differentiate between Jews and
Gentiles (they told Jewish old men only by their beards), Ukrainisn policemen, who
knew their Jewish neighbors if nol by name then by face, supervised the assembly into
the ghetio. ** The majority of Jews in Proskurov did not resist going. Josif Groysnan, a
survivor of the Holocaust in Proskurov, described the reasoning of his neighbor David
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Kozak, “So [ wil! not be allowed 10 walk on the main street, then [ do not need to. But |
will work inside the ghetto and receive my wages, unlike during Soviet dmes ™
Perhapa, ironically, the barbed wire gave the Jews a false sense of security; it “protected”
thern from Nazis and hostile Ukrainians. After the war, some people even said that “the
Jews themselves requested to be conconirsted in the getio wheoe the Germans promised
to protect them."” The majority of the rcaidents on Kupecheskaya and Remeslennaya
Streets before the War were Jews; they remained in theis houses. Other Jews had to leave
their homes and move info the houses of the Jews living on the ghetto territory. Three to
five families crowded into each house - fifteen (o twenty people Lo one room. No one
remained “homeless™ and no one was allowed (o leave the ghetto without & permit.
Armed Uksainian policemen guarded the ghetto.™

As in other cities, in accordance with the 1939-directive by Reinhard Heydrich,
tithed *“The Jewish Question in the Occupicd Temitory,” a Judenrat, the Jewish Council
(obshchina), was set o7 in Proskurov, Unusual in the occupied territories, & woman,
named Liza Lindenboym (maiden name), bec. me the chairman {starosia, Alterie) of the
Judenrs1.* Alhough the German word Alterte snd the Russisn word starosta imply “the
Eldest” and hence “the important™ person in a communily, Liza Lindenboym was neither
old nor prominent. In the aftermath of pogroms and the Russian Revolution, many of the
most promineni and the most energetic Jews emigraied from Russia. [n the lnte 1930's,
many palitically active Jews were either deported or executed by Sialin. In the first two
weeks of the war before July 7, the most intuitive and encrgetic Jews who had sccess to
transportation fled East from Proskurov. Bom in 1903, ai the beginning of the war Liza
Lindenboym was a very aliractive thinty-cight year-okd woman. Afer high school, when



the Soviets came to Ulkraine, Lizs Lindenboym worked as & secretary in a poultry plant
(ptitse-kombinar). She had one son, Fika, sbout 18 years of age. Like many other Jewn,
Lizs studied German in achool and undersiood the language because German sposch is
very similer to Yiddish*® {In 194! the majority of the Jews spoke Yiddish st home in
Proskurov), Nose of he survivors remember how and why Liza Lindenboym was
chosen to be the chairwoman of the Proskurov Judenrat. [n sccordance with the order of
CGebietakommissar Schmerbeck, she appoiniad ten other Jewish men snd women 1o the
Jewish Council. As a chairman of the Judenrat, Lixs Lindenboym was “fully responsidle,
in the liters] senae of the word, for the exact and punctual execution of all directives
iasied™' by the Gebietskommissar and, hence, by the Einsstzgruppen. Her main job was
te provide Jewish forcod laborers to the Germans. Most of the survivors reslized thal the
Judenral was only & o0l in the hands of the Naxi murderers. Others, however, bitterly
hatod Lizs Lindenboym:

Gorann, bt o she b e o e, To e pple ot v ok

she threw rocks imto their windows.
Most of the survivors maintained that no Jewish police opersted in the Proskurov ghetto.
lowif Groysenan, however, sisied thal Lizs used Jewish police (o assemble Jewn for work:
“the Jewish police knew who was physically sirong and who wae not; they knew who
neoded 10 stxy home with the family snd who was single [and thus could work], ™
Peshaps, losif Groysman was referring (o the members of the Jewish Council, who
performed & simils: job. Al the survivors agroed that the members of the fudenrat had
no power vis-k-vis Germans, **
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The first ghwtic exisied less than four months. From the very first day, the Nazis
used the Jews as forced laborers. Schmerbeck demanded laborers; Liza Lindenboym semt
out work notices to an sppropriste number of Jews snd saw 10 it that they submit to the
orders. Apparenily, Germans posiulsied thal save-work was the condition for the end of
pogroms. The work varied from harvest colloction and fruit concentration to the
demolition of the Jewish cemetery, from the clewing of the houses ruinad by German
bombs (o the shoveling of snow in the winder. The labor waa long and exhausting - often
Jews left for work at sunnise and finished the work after sunset. Most of the lsbor was
performed manually; whalever lools they had, Jews brought from homes. Ukrainian and
Lithuanisn policemen guurded the Jews on their way from the gates of the ghetto 1o the
work place and back. The policemen siso “supervised” the Jews st work - they best men
and women of all ages with whips and occasionally shot those who wene unsble to work
any longer. The hardest part about going lo work was not knowing whether one would
come back “home™ st night.* Many Jews tried 1o avoid forced labor. Although Hans
Gritsershicyn frequenily received notices from the Judenrsi 1o go to work, her mother did
not let her go Lo the collection points and “worked for the two of [them]."™ To leave the
work early, a young Jewish woman told the policemen thai she had to nurse her child.
When the police found out that she had lied, they punished the woman by locking her
into & barnz] and by pounding on top of the barrel with hammers. This punishment waa
experienced by a few fews in the first ghetio; some went deaf, others — insane — after the
pusishment.”” Skifled Iaborers, such s shoemakers, tailors, lanners, welders, coopers,
and others, labored the whele day in the ghetto, many of thems had permission 10 go out
of the ghetto. Some apecislisia worked in the shops outside the barbed wire, supervised



by the Nazis. Children of the specialists, a5 young as six years okd, worked with their
parenis.* Dr. Khromay, & Jew, was forced 1o work in the German infirmary.® The Jows
who had permits to work outside the ghetto were not exempt from viclence. Lyusys
Biekhman described that, one day, her father, Yankel Biekhnan, retumed to the ghetio
with his face bloodied; » policeman knocked oul his pold-crowned teeth after Blskhnar
presentod his permit o leave the ghetto.™ The very oid Jews, the sick, and the toddiers,
who nenained ot hommes in the lirst ghetto, lived in constant fear of Germans and of
policemen when the shie-bodied Jews left for work,

Forced laborers daily received 200 grams of bread.”' The non-working Jews and
the skilled Ishorers officially were not entithed to anry food. However, since the barrier
between the Jews snd the Gentiles waa only & row of barised wire, many skilled workers
in the ghetto took odd job orders from Gentiles, including the families of policemen.
Townspeople compensated the fews with food for their services. Because of the virtual
abwence of Gentile skilled workers in Proskusov, characteristic of other cities snd towns
in: the Vollyynisn-Podolian general district, German sdministrators, 58 officers, and
Gendarmerie, 100, used the services of the Jewish specialists in cxchange fe food. Since
the German adeninistration climinated all indigenous entesprises, and Ukrainians couid no
longer buy clothing and other necessities in the sores, the lownapeopie and the villagers
in Proskurov traded food to Jews for articles of clothing, housshold atensils, snd other
commodities over the barbed wire. The “trade™ was risk ;' for both the Jews and
Ukrsinians. Some policemnen pretended not ic see the exchange. Others best Ukrainians
“half-to-death” and sometimes shot the Jews when they caught the two parties at
exchange. In spite of this denger, many Ukrainians froquently came 10 the barbed wire.”
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Whether thelr primary goal wis (o help the Jews or to make thelr own Hving, Uliralnians
saved Jewish lives by bringing food. Volodymyr Lanko, 8 Ukrainisn agronomist, helped
many people in the ghetic.” Some “fortunate™ Jews made arrangements with their
Oentile acquaintances 1o meel ol specific locations and times slong the barbed wire 1o
exchange Hema for food. Young fews crawled out of the ghetto under the cover of night
and begged for food from their former Gentile neighbors who sympathized with the
Jewish plight. While the wire hardly presented an overwhelming physical bamier fora
young person snd the Stars of David coubd be casily removed, the Jews did not go out to
search for food during the day; il they did, they would be shot by policemen who knew
“their" Jews by fice. Righteous Ukrainisny feared just as much 1o be caught helping
Jewish people. A few Jews who did not live in Proskurov before the War but were
trapped there when Nazis occupied the city and those young Jews who had “Gentile™
fucinl festures had a better chance of smuggling themselves in aud out of the ghetio,™
Thus every day for four months physically able Jews slaved under the threst of
denth. Skilled workers tolled in hard Isbor. Daily bresd was a matter of life snd desth
although few Jews died fromm starvalion in the firsl ghetio, Perents feared to let their
children go oul into the street. Many reinforced old shelters and buill new hiding places
in the ovens, in the basements, in the stlics, in the planks between the floor of the second
story and the ceiling of the first sory in their houses. The Jews feit as il they did not live
but only “existed.” Although they were cut off from radio and newspapers, news passed
through the barbed wire by word of mouth. Ulkrainian potiery-makers, who traveled from
village to viliage and from lown to town on horse carts selling their products, especially
spread the news. They siso carried letiers snd messages between people. Thus
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Proskurov Jews knew that in every town in Proskurov oblast Nazis subjected fews io the
same strocities, s they were sabjected o in Proskurov. The ghettos, set up in every lown
and city, included nol only the lown-Jews but also some Jews from the neighboring
villages and koikthozes. Yet, having outlived the Taar, the Russian pogroma, the hunger
and the purges of the 1930's, the Jews in Proskurov hoped that the German occapation,
too, was only temporary. The elderly prayed. Some time in the fail of 1941, the Nazis
shot & Jewish minyvin in the center of the ghetto.” In spite of the Nazi legal probibition
of senual contacts between Germans and Jews, the Nazi officers and admindstratons in
Proskurov raped Jewish women. To protect themselves, fewish girls smeared their
underwesr with Lipstick. Germans cringed from the site of “blood.™ Other than that,
however, afier the initisl murders in July and August, the Nazis did net “interfere” with
the Jewish existence inside the ghetio. On orders from Gebietakommissar Schmerbeck,
Lizs Lindenboym coliected gold, jewelry and valusbles from the Jews “for Germany.”
Although they suspected (hat she kept some gold for herself, the Jews perceived the
coliection of valusbies as 1 “contribution” for their lives. Young Jews got married and
women bore children. They betieved that, somehow, they would survive.™

Yet the ghetto was not the Final Solution. On October 15, 1941, Einsstrgruppe A
reported that it had kifled 125,000 fews in Latvia, Lithusnis and Esionia. By November
3, 1941, Einsatzgruppe C, which operated in Ukraine, shot only 75,000 out of two and &
half mittion Jews, who resided in Western and Easiem Ulraine before the War.™ The
inefficiency of Einssizgruppe C did not stem from & lack of will, manpower, or
equipment to camy oul the Task of murder. in the fall of 1941, Otte Rasch explained the

slow peogress of his Einsatzgruppe in practical lerms:
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If the Jewish labor force is entirely discarded, an sconomic reconstraction of the
Ukrainian industry and the extension of the administration centers of the cities i

almiost impossibic.™
Rasch proposed “gradual liquidation of Jewry - & development which correaponds to the
economic conditions of the country.™™ Later in the fall, the head of Einsstzgruppe C
noted that “Difficulties have arisen in w0 far a8 Jows are often the only skilied workers in
cortain trades.™ In Proskurov, the S8 found s practical Solution 1o these “difficultios:™
physically incapable Jews were expendable.

The first mass murder of Jews in Proskurov took place on November 4, 1941 Y
Ins the [l two days of November, Gebictshommissar Schmerbeck ordered the Judenrst
to distribuie & limited number of “work certificaies™ i the skilled workers in the ghetto.
The certificates did not indicate cither names or sumames; the words “Jude,” & specialty,
such as & “shoemaker,” a “plumber,” or & “carpeniter,” and the signature of the
Gebictsbommisser sufficed for a certificate. As the Jews found out inter, not every
specialist in Proskurov received a work certificate. Most likely, the Germans did not
provide the right number of certificates to the Judenrat. Some survivors, however,
believe that the members of the Judenrat gave the centificates to their family members
and friends instead of distributing them smong all of the specislists, and kept some
certificates undistributod ot ail. Apparently, the Jews did not know what the work
certificates were for. They found out after the pogrom.” While throughout its existence
Ukrsinian policemen guarded the ghetto, on November 4, 1941, the Jews of Proskurov
woke up surrounded by the SS. The first German pogrom began. Apparenily, the Nazis
compelied the members of the Judenrat to circulate through the streets of the ghetio and
to order Jews to come out of their houses with their belongings, their documents and their
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jowelry, for & resettiement to Kamenets-Podolsky. They threatened that if the Jews fuil to
come out, there would be & pogrom."’ The Nazis had previously resettied Jews from
some small villages into city and town ghettos. Yet when they found themasives
surrounded by the 55, the majority of the Jews in Proskurov hid in previously propared
shelters of in any place they could find, With his wile, his two-year-old child, and people
from another fanity, David Koxak, who doubted German intentions in the beginning of
the War, sjueszad into & camouflaged basemend. 'When the Nazis entered the house and
the joddier siarted crying, Kozak strangled his child; the people in hiding were not
discovered™ This incident was not unique in Eastern Europe during Holocaust." Few
Jewn walked into the hands of the Nazis volumiarily. Hana Gritsershteyn described:

We were surrounded by 55-men {esesovisy). Approximately st eight o'clock in

the moming they started to break into the houses. We hid in the siorage room for

coal, but we were discoverad,

| remember how old ladies with shaking hands could not manage to dress & smali
child, an 55-man was forcing her. All of us were driven to & sextile factory ™

The factory was located on Kamenetskays Sireel, a street paraliel to the ghetto. Before
the War, many Jews worked in the factory, [ produced ropes.

O the road [lo the factory], they hit us with rifle socks on our heads. My father,
a physically strong man grabbed my brother and ran out of the multitude, but they
mt‘.lﬂﬂﬂ-

On the road my litte brother kept ssking “will they be shooting us nowT" “what
forT"

melwﬂmﬂ.hduuhdhﬂfwmhmhmﬂhmh
with & knife: he was imsnedisiely shol.

Along the perimeter of the hall of the textile factory stood Jong tables. At each
table in succession, the Jews were fokd 1o leave their documents, valuables, snd other
belongings. Early in the day, the Jews wers not forced 1o undress until they came to the



exocution pit; their clothes were then loaded on trucks and sent back to the factory.
Those Jews, driven 1o the factory Ister in the morning snd in the sfternoon, saw the piles
of clothes of the ones who were no longer with them. AL this point most of them realized
that “this was the end." Only a few still tried 1o console themacives and their fnilies
that they were being taken to work. These Jews were forced to undress in the factory.
(Later, Jewish tailors, who survived the pogrom, flxed the clothing of the desd. The
Nazis shipped it 1o Germany}. The chiel of the punishing aquad sald that whoever gives
up their hidden valusbles would be let go. Those few Jews who still had valuables
hidden in their houses or at their former Ukrainizn neighbors, under guard, with
unsloppable beslings, went to get their possessions. When they refumned to the factory,
they were led to the slsughier with everyone else.™ [n large groups, naked snd half-
clothed Jews were driven out of the factory snd led down the Kamenetskays Street to sn
outskirt of the city, Rurhichnoye, by Nazis and by policemen. In Ruzhichnoye, behind
the two cemeteries, a nsiural clevalion of the ground dropped into a revine. This ravine
became the grave of almost 6,000 Jews.*™ Lazar Boves, who stood at the ravine st the age
of four with his mother and his older brother, described:
Here everyone was undressed and held in line 10 the pit, where after lining up &
row of 15-20 persons on the edge of the pit, [the lews] were shot. All sround us, |
kept hearing heart-rending wailing. Germans with dogs snd machine-guns
rounded up and shot childeen, women and eiderly people.™
They shot the Jews in the back of the head or in the back of the neck.” Murdered or
wounded Jews lell down the slope into the ravine. The next row of 15:20 people was
shot. “Afier their “work’ 55-men (csesovtey) walked out [completely] drunk snd singing
songs, some of themn: wore new avershoes, taken of the dend. ™™ After the war, the
Soviet Extraondinary Committee for Envestigation of Nazi Atrocities uncovered numenous



mass graves in five different locations in the ares of Proskurov, including the graves
where Soviet prisoners of war, dead from starvation and siso shot - were buried. [n one
of the civilisn graves the Committes uncovered 5,300 bodies; female corpres ugging
each other and cluching tight onto child corpees were found in the mass grave.”
Although in February 1942, Heydrich reported 1o the German command that the
shootings were carviad out in such & wary that “the population hardly noticed them,”™ on
November 4, everyone in Proskuroy, including Gentiles, knew of the pogrom. Alhough
they were forbidden to come close 1o the place of the execution, Ulrainians sew the Jews
driven through the street to Rushichnoye for musder; the rightsous smong thew were
powerless against armed policemen snd the 5S. Rumors circulsed among Gentiles that
the Jews were being clectrocuted in & slsughterhouse in Ruzhichnoye.” Indigenous Jew.
hatevs “rejoiced and made merry” on the day of the pogrom; some of them helped the 55
to round-up hiding Jews.™ Ukreinians pillaged and phundered the houses of the Jews
who were taken 1o slaughter or those houses where no Jews were found. Thous Jews who
wire hiding heard the terrible cries outside. Revekhs Gritsershteyn came out of her
hiding place and stlempted to hang herself.” Skilled Jewish Laborers who began their
workdsy oulside the barbed wire before their wives, parents, and childres began 1o be
rounded up bry the S5, saw the pogrom, ss well. The futher of Lazer Bover, Froim Bover,
who worked in the lannery outside the ghetia, found out by noon that his family was
among the thousends of Jews taken 1o Rurhichnove. He begged his German supervisor
to save his family. The supervisor signed a pass, which sllowsd Froim Bover to ren 1o
Ruzhichnoye. Ever though he had a pass, the Germans and policemen would not et him
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pase to the execution place for s long lime. A Schutzmann hit Froim Bover on his arm

with an sx and finally let him through.

Whee he siarted 10 push his way through to the pit, the Jews, i line for their tem

bo get shot, grabbed his arms and cried, “take us, your [Family] was slread::

e o

led us home.™
Six thousand Jews were shot in Proskurov, on November 4,

Only a few of the Jews taken to the texiile factory survived the pogrom. The
fumily of Lazar Bover survived.”™ Hana Gritsersbteyn was supposed 10 be shot with her
father and her younger brother. (Her mother successfully hid). When the chief of the
punishing squad promised o reiease any perscn who brings their hidder valuables,
Abram Gritsersbteyn, Hana's father, made his dsughter sk for permdasion to get their
silverware. When she approached him, the chief of the punishing squad led Hans out of
the factory and placed her under guard of two Nazis; Hana never found out why he did
not send her home 1o get their family's possessions. She was kept outside, under guard,
until the end of the slaughter. Acconding to Hana Gritsershieyn, approximately twenty
other people, ail of whom had “work certificates” remained in the factory ot the end of
ihe day; they were rounded-up “hy mistake.” Nora Faynshieyn, one of the survivon in
the faciory who had & work cerfificsie, cisimod that Hana was her sister. Thus Hans wes
relessed.'™ Apparenily, the Nazis did not plan 1o kill the skilled workers in the first
pogrom; that is why they crdcred the Judensal tn distribute “work certificates” on the eve
of the slsughier, However, not every specialisi received a cerlificaie; many were
“mistakenty” killed. In the family of Abram Melamud, his wife Kiars {Beider), his

parents, his siblings, his in-laws, and he were all tailors by specialty. None of them



received & work certificate before the pogrom. After the members of the Melamud
faendly lnid out their posssssions in the textile factory, the Nazis asked the members of the
Judenrsi to pick cut youny skilled workers out of the growp of Jews in which the family
of Melamvad was standing. Although everyone in his family was & professional tailor,
only Abram Mrismud was picked. The father of Abram Meianvud pushed his six-year-
ki grandaon Mikhsil out of the crowd towards Abram, urmoticed. Al the other
members of the family were driver sway to Ruzhichnoye. Abram sad his son Mikhail
were the only two in the Melamud family to survive this pogrom.'™ ‘The first mase
murder ended in one day.'™

On November 5, the Germans snng inced that they had achieved their sim — the
“unproductive™ lews were eliminated." The survivors from the textile factory returned
“home” 10 the ghetto."™ Approximsiely half of the Jews of the pre-pogrom population
came out of their hiding piaces. During the night of November 4-November 5, the Bover
faeniily Red from Proskurcy with the help of their Ukrainian fricnd, Lemesiny. Lemodic

risked s HR o frurspon the Bover family from onc hiding place to snother st the end
of the War."" Tt s possible thet - *her fews tried to o= nr Med from Proskurov sfter the
first pogrom.

On the second day after the first pogez:1 Gebietsk . .o vissar 50 hmerbeck onde: «i

the partitioning of the first ghetto, One part of the Jews remained behind the barbed wire
oh the territory of the first ghetto, reduced in sire. Many lonses of e udercd jows
wene removed from this “old" ghetito. Skilled workers were resetiied to the second
Bhetin, acrcas the road from the old one, Jocsied butween Remneskornays and
Kupecheskaya Streets snd Aptekankaya and Sobomaya Streets. In both ghetlos, Jews



still hadd to wear tiw identifying Stars of David; fifleen 1o twenty people lived in sach
room. The fuderrat, hended by Liza Lindenboym, continued to function in bot the old
il the second ghetio s Gefore the pogrom. However, the second ghetto was not
mucrounded by barbed wire. [t sppeared unguarded."™ Ususlly, silled workers were mot
conecripied for forced labor. Anyone who had sy tools tried 1o pass as & skilled worker
to live in the mcond ghetto. Grocps of Jews who had & crafl in common tried to settie
together. Abram Melamud and his son settied with thirteen other tailors in the second
ghetto. During the nights they siept in one room; during the deys they worked in s
second room - sewing uniforma for the Germans. The Natis resettiod many specislists
Mmﬂtmhw-uhuhmﬂ”huuﬂ. Yet, whersas in the
first ghetio speciatists had permission o go outside the hirbed wire o take onders snd 10
traxk: their produce for bread, they had no permission to wander cutside the territory of
the second ghetto, Getvnaris came into the houses of the specialists to place orders.
Ukrainisns came in s well. As in the first ghetto, the specialists were compenssiod with
fuod for their work."” The Jews in the old ghetto receivad 200 gram of bread daily. "™
Throughot : the wirter of 1941-1942 the Jews in the old ghetio were conacripted to
stwsvel = . om tha rosds, especially the motorway leading from Proskurov 1o Visnites,
;00 which Uernion toops marched to the castemn fromt.'™ Viadimir Goyicher, »
urrivor of the Letiches 'veito (40 lom east of Proskurov), worked on the molorway with
G SR B

Mesintauiing reguias oo vice on the ror & vas very difficuis. Somstimes we

shoveled snow from before dawn to Iste st night without & break - if we stopped,

we were immediniely Lea'er by | licemon, W' were cold wul agry snd it

snowed Fequently. Persriration instanily froze 't ice or oer 1u.nn. 'I#l
worked like clockwork toys and & lot of people wantod doath e '™



During that winter, the Germana, unprepared 1o fight in subfreezing lempersture,
confiscated from the Jew: their winler clothing, including wool and leather gloves, furs,
conts, vests, and felt boots, to send 10 the front. {The Nazis also confiscated wam
clothing from Gentiles and Soviet POWs).""' Many Jews did not have any belongings
lef! 1o trade for food anymore. The Jews in the old ghetto continued o exist only becsuss
righteous Lkrainiane continued to toas them food over the barbed wire. Afler & day of
work some young Jews sole awsy o the bouses of the murdered fews and tors the
bildings apart for firewood. Not everyone survived that wimter. Some Jews were killed
st work, others died from exhaustion, still others died from hunger snd cold.'?

When the spring and the summer came, il became casier 10 obtain food becase of
vepeistion. Throughoul the spring of | 942, the Germans confiscatod horses from
kotkhones sad from townspeople i Proskurov oblast. They conacripted Jews to drive the
horses 1o the: Donbass where the front line siopped that spring. more than 900 km East of
Proskurov. In May, Liza Lindenboym sclecied sixty o seventy Jows (o drive the horses.
Some of the conscripied men had never ridden a borse before. Eirsel Groysman, the
futher of Iosif Groysmsn, was one of the conacripts. losif Groysman begged the head of
the Judenrat to allow him to join his father but she refused — he wis too young and did
not have enough experience. In Macch 1942, Venismin Grinberg was conscripted to drive
horses to Donbass from: Vinkovtsy, 45 km south of Proskurov, He returmiad two months
Ister. Isrnel Groysman and mosi of ihe conacripts from Proskoroy oblast did not
—

In bate winter of | 942, the Todt Organization, one of the three branches of the
German srmed forces, came to Proshurov oblast. The Todt Orgasization was cresied
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within the Famework of Goering's Four-Year Man by Dr. Fritz Todt, s Minicer of
Armammenis sad Munitions, snd hed direct communications with Hitler, In February
1942 Dr. Todt died in an sirplane crash. Albert Speer, the former Inspector Genersl of
Buildings for the Renovation of the Feders! Capital of the Thisd Reich, sssumed alf the
responsibilities of the Minister of Armements and Munitions. Xaver Dorach reprasented
Speer int the Todt Organization. Throughout the conquered territories of Western and
Conirsl Europe the Todi Organization undertook construction and enginearing projects,
mach as the building of U-bost shefters st the Atlantic Ocesn s the building of major
highways is Norway and France. Froms July 28, 1941, until December |3, 1943, the Todt
Organization undertook the building of » borderline bretween Reichskommissarit
Ulcraine snd Romanis, & German ally; the prodect includad the building and
reconstruction of roads and bridges.''* Among other roads in Ukraine, German engineers
underiook the reconstruction of the motorway from Lvov 1o Proshurov to Vimites 1o
Kisv. Beginning in the ate winter of 1942 and through the Iste fall of that year, from all
over Proskueov cblast, the Nazis gathered young physically capsble Jewish men and
women ~ thoue who stil] remained — and concentrated them in camps slong the section of
the road fioen Proskurov to Vinnitsa. They uss the Jews as forced Isborers
(Zwangsarbeiter) sl slso hired Ukrainian workers for wages (Milfrwillipe) to work on
the molorway and on other roads in the ares. '’ Although the Handhook of the
Ouyamiastion Tads lists nominal wages for Jewish workers, and Visdimir Goykiwe, &
survivor of Letichey ghetto, siated that the “Jews from the ghetio were paid severs]
times™ by the Organization,''® the mrvivors fom the lsbor canpe in Proskurov ares
siated that they did not get paid.'”



in late February 1942, approximately 200300 Jows from Feishtic, aged Hieen o
forty-five, were deivan on fool 1o & conceniration camp in Matkovisy village, 4 ki fem
Proskuroy, ‘Their work on the molorwsy mostly consisted of moving Menss sed send.
Etys Toalovich devcribud the axistance of the Jews in the camp and their “working™
cowditions:

in Fobruary 1941, an ovder wiae smownced [in Felahiin] that all young Jews, ageil
15 40 40 or 43 yours, [ do net rensnber exactly, shaould pathar on the rond in Bent
of the {Felehtin] police station for forwanding io work. Early in the moming &
inrge crowd of shout 200.300 people gethered and all of v were comvoyed down
the Proskwrev road {from Falahtin 1o Prosieroy].  'We ware jad 1o e village of
Matkovisy. H is 4 km from Prosiurov. Hers the place had sirondy bom proparel.
A large aren surrounding & big hore siabie of » kolkkhoz waa surroundud by
barbad wire. Here we wors placed. The Jows from other places ware brougit
are s well. In total, we wers approsimalely 2000-2 500 people.

Wa wars bullding » war rosd. Thers ware no cans, not evan horse carts. [We
carried} on our bodies. Wheelbarrows, spades, hoss, stveichars. We
worked from dewn usti] late st night. The food was very bad. Thare wis never
snough brond. A wish-wash, made from rotien or frozen vegetables, sves cattle
would not onl. With such food, for many of us the work becase infessible. The
waak, the lortuned, those anable (o work sty longer - ware shot on the apol in
front of everyone's eyss. Thoss who could not walk home sfler work and
lingsred bakind -~ were fintshed off. Consegquently, it never happenad that
sviryont who jeft the camp i the moming would return ot night. A few persons
ware killed every day sl work or on the way.

When spring came, in the siable and ol sround the stable there we swiul mad.
Evervons bacame infosied with lice. Dissstes sproad. Tha sick ware nol given
nyb’ All the [sick] ones who could not go to work in the morsing were
H."
Manya Garvitz from Felabtin was shot this way by o camp goard. The guand shot her
elevem-yoar okd brother Senya, who tagged slong to the camp with Manya in spite of hia
vary young age, when the boy tried to protect his sister.''” In Matkovisy, ss in othes
labor canipe i the sres of Proskurov, most of the geards in the camp snd on the road
were Likreinisn and Lithuanisn Schutrmaenner. German engineers and foremen, who



wore khaki uniiorme with red srmbands with the letters “TODT™ sewn onio them, were
fow. They requested & cortein mwsber of workars, gave out work-reiated coders sl
supervissd the projects.'™ The C. f Engineer in Geblelkommissariat Proskurov,
Colonsl Loreniz, helpad » few Jows in the lsbor camgs. He was shot by Nasis in 1944.'"
Private wigineers tolersind sirocities, which they sew. Sometions in the semwser or aarty
foll of 1542 & large growp of Jews from Matkovisy was led 10 work fo the woods. Upen
mevival, the Jews sow large pits dug up in advance - this wowkd be the place of their
sxecution. Devid Bershizys, then & un-yoar old boy from Pelshtin, wis the only ons who
sacoondend ins runwing away. 't

Anothr concentration camp, “infamovs for its sirocities,” exisied in Lesmevo, 7
lom mest from Proskuroy. Afer sppronismaisly seventy Jewish conscripts lefl for Deubass
with the horses, in May 1942, many young Jews in the second ghetto received notices
Fom te Judenrat t0 sesmble for work. Approximately 30 persons came inside the
building of the Jewish Council. Soon sfier they entered, Ulrainian policemen sarvousded
thve building and led the Jews under convey to the concentration camp in Lemeve.'”
Shmdlar w0 Matkoviey, in Lexnevo the Jews stepl on steaw in two horse stables of &
kolkboz surrounded by barbed wire. In addition to Proskurov Jews, Jewish peapie from
Gorodok, Cherny Owrov, Zinkov, Yermolintyy, Vinkovisy and other small towns around
Proskcarcy ware driven fo Leznevo by force; many of tem were in their Laie middie
agee.'?* According o bosif Geoyseman, they were spproximately 1,000 people in totad. '
The Commandant of ihe camp, Bockamer, wial German - & 15l thin man. Thw Fews caliad
himn "wind" becasuse Bockamer circulaiod on his horee st every segment of the rosd like
the wind aver their heads. “He nevey wnited and walked with & whip.” His Assistant
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Comvonniant, Schuvetiher, was sl Garmen. Schmutzior was & “Soust just ik his boes,
aihaagh s shways smiled.” Bockamer sllowed small groups of Jews 1o visit the ghetie
in Prosktwrov on Sunduys. Everyons rensmad back 40 the caing becanes of the fear of
reprissle againt olhers. Bockamaer perscanily buut the Jows.'™ One day be bast Hane
Gritsarshauyn: “He hit [ron] with his bands, his foot, snd with o pick until the pick broks
imhalf. Afor this | lny fias [md could not pet wp] for several dove '™ Loca! policesuss
goardud B Jows bohind the barbed wire,'™

In Laxnavo, the “food” was served twice a duy. In the moming the Jews received
“coffes”™ - busned barley. Afer they retumed from work, the “meni” consisted of & smaill
plece of white bread and & “soup”™ similar 1o the wish-wash served is Mutkoviey.
Whaever Germans fownd & dead horss, i was & “holidey™ becsuse the insates of the
camp received & pioce of ment thet day. Similer 10 the first ghatio, it was impeseible fo
marvive on camp rations sloms in Lamevo. In the mummertioes, the Jews picked up pisces
of fruit on the road 10 work. Every now and then, & pasaant left potaioss or bread lying
on theroad. A few pessants dered to throw food over the barbud wire, as well, putting
thamarives at risk of being severely basten. The inmates of e canp had nothing o
anchenge. [n Sharovika, where some immutes of Lemsevo worked, French POWs brought
the bews some food & frw times, The Jews shared every piece of food they could fed
with onc another; they cvien shared cigarstie-butts, which they picked up on the rosds.
Yot many expired from unger.'™ In Augest & typhus spidestic broke out in the camp.
Thve sick did not §o 10 work. Ove day, after the “hesithy” Jews left for work, locad
policemen theew more than two handred peopie sricken with typhus into several
tarpailin-coversd trucks smd drove ko & sandpit, where all the sick Jews were shet.'™ No



o knew if he or she would sxpire from hunger, disesss, or would be shot st work.
Uniike in the firsl Proskurov ghetto, no one thought thel they could outlive Lemeve.'”
Tha Jews in the camp wers divided imo several work brigades. Every moming
Cormans counisd 0wl so many *Juden™ snd led them to & work place. Either snginsar or
foremeen of the Todt Orgasization received the Jews st sach work place and outlined the
projects for esch brigade.””? The brigade of llys Abremovich, & Holocsust surviver from
Linkov, every dey walked 12 miles to and from work:
The workdey lasted from seven in the morning until six in the evening. T
segmant of the road, which we laid with sephall, was locstad near the train
sation, between two rulned fsciories — & completely raiaed confectionary faciory
and partly reined fomiture [Bctory]. They brought us & hot mixture - burning
aaphat and graved, we had 1o level out this mixture while it was sill hot. Here just
hold tight - all you could heer was: “ios, los, lenepo, tempo!”, sd on our backa
we flt chabs - massive pick hafts — snd hesvy whips. At first it was haed 1o stap
on e hot mixture with bare Foot, but gradually & layver of sephall stuck 1o our fast,
i cusision of naphalkt formed on them, which was slmonst impossible 4o remove,
wnd we wallked on this mixtwre, feeling nothing. '’
The Jews who worked in the sandpit bad a §2-houwr workday. Each day they had to load
120 cartioads of sand. Other Jews workad in stone quarties, loaded coal, loaded and
unionded trainloads of road-metal and curbe, and broke pranite stones 10 111 them imo
spaces between larger siones b wides the molorwey. The summer heat made the work
enceptionally unbearsble. En some brigades, Jews were allowad to have 5 “coffes” break
in the aftencon. Lithussisns, Ulkesiniane, German Gendarmes, and [ster [inlian soldiers
gunrded the Jews on the way to and from work snd at the places of work. By all
accounts, Lithusnians were particularly ruthless. “1f one only streighiened hisher back,
ot wis whipped.” [T & person took 100 long 1o relieve oneself during work, be or she
wid Hable (0 gt ool Simvilar to Matkoviay, he wesk wers shot on the way o snd from

work and &l work. Every day on the way from work, the guards shol twa or three



physically sble Jows, a5 wall, - “just becaves.” A certain Lithumsisn guand, nickramed
“Siss-mes” by the Jews, avery day without fasht shet ons Jew in the morning on the way
o work and snother in the evening on the way back. The Jews ware counted bufors they
luft the patws of the camp each moming, when they arivad st the place of work, snd
win they retwened to the camp each night. For an sscape of one Jew, the Germans
would shoot sxywhare from: Jn to twenty camp inmates in reprisal. Ususlly, the guards
reperted how many Jews they killad on & particular duy, not to “sebotage™ the coust. In
the brigade of “Mes-mes,” the Jews dragged the “morning corpes”™ with them o work,
pinond it in a cuveite, snd ook it beck Fom work, picling up the "'svenng corpm™ on e
way, 00, 1o mest the count. Unlike the comp fiself, work places presenind some
opportunities for cacape. Jews waiched sfter one another; one did not want 1o get shot for
s mcape of a fullow Jew. However, cases of escaps did happen. llya Absasaovich
mvanginl the sscape of his brother Matvey snd Luler Ned himsielf. Some Jews from
Laznevo were transfrmed 10 different work piaces. in the Proskurov ares. '

Sometioe in July of 1942, five 55-men calied for joiners snd metalworkers o
work 10 i garage outside of Leznevo. Fesling thal he had no sireagth Joft to contioss
working om the road construction any longer, losif Groyaman among thirty others
vohmiowsd for the job. AL first, the Jews walked cvery moming to the gamage md
petarnnd 10 Lexnevo ot night. Soon, they built plank-beds in the garage wnd stayed thers
dey snd night. The Chef ot the garage was an eiderly German. losif Groysmen &id not
know his name; the Jews ot the garage reforred 10 their boss a8 “der Chefl” The Chef
refervnd 10 oach Jow as Jude, Jew-corpenier, (Jude- Tischier), or Jew-metalworluey {Jude-
Schioaser) - no names. The work varied from fixing trucks to making wooden egy coss.



Cormatns: confiecuted sggs Fom Ukraivses peanots 13 000 thin i Gormany. Whan
Bhare was no work 50 4o, the Jews kapt busy ot doing something, sever to be idis. Ne
Scissimmesnner guarded the Jews ol the parnge. On Salunieys the Jews workied only hailf
sday. On Sunduys, the Chef gove his workars & rest duy. Seon sfier they camer i the
parage. the Chef siiowed one metaiworker from Vinkovisy 1o bring his wife and duaghter
framn the lshar camp in Leznave 1o cook for the workers in the parage. He suppliod the
cooks with od. Every now and then, possanis brougit & pale of potatess neer the
garage. The Jews did not siarve have. One duy, 5 Naxi official drove into the geage. He
commanded losif Groysmas 1o chauge the water in his radintor. Having had no
sxpariance with sulcmobiles, sfer filiing tee water, Josif Groyeman did not cless Yhe cap
of the redistor. The Naxi commandud his sijutamt 10 shoot Groysmes for the mistabe.
The Chef unod up - Groyesan was & joiner, not & metalworker (meechamic) - the Nesi
official should have mked the Clef o give biss & svchanic. Grovens: o oot thet. On
another cccasion, the Chef invited losif Groyssean 1o fin the floors in his houss. Adler be
Hntahed the job, the Chef sharad Jonch with Groveman ot ong table.  Alshaugh Jows ware
never paid in Leznevo or in tee parage, the Chef puid Groyemas toe German Mavks sl
gave bim cigaronss for the job.'"* Very few Jews in Proskarov wers fortensie i maet &
“poad™ German during the War.

In spite of the Nazi ideology, & German engineer appereatly became infisunted
with Hana Gritssrshiayn whon he saw her working ss s translstor for Ukrainias waged
workers on the road. He petitionsd the Chief Engineer Colons! Loreniz to transler Hame:
out of Lexnevo. She waa transferred to & different camp in Prosicarcy sros where she
worked as & nurse snd apparently trested local policeomen. At the end of the smmner of



1942, Hans Gritesrsivieyn was transferred 1o an Jiakisn building organization. As s
worker of the lislisn organizstion, she witnessed many strocities ol the Ceman coal
loading train station, However, for the tine being, she horseil was “safe” ot the Iialian

company.'
Another German lsbor camp was locaied in the building of the school No 6, on
Abeknsndvovsiinys Strent, in Prosiurov, (Before 1937, school No 6 was & Polish school.
In 1937 the Polish and the Yiddish schools in Proskurov became Ukrainian, in addition to
the Russiar: and Ukrainian schools thal already existed in the city. Wi the Germans
sntored the city in 1941, they closed ali the schools). Similar 1o the camps in Matkovisy
and in Leznevo, the inmates of schood No § were driven o the camp Brom diffenest kowns
and villages in Proskumv srss. However, no Jews Bom Proskurov ghettos were intermed
ot the school. Although be lived in Proskurov befors the War, Veniamin Grinberg wes
deivan to schoot No 6 from Viakovisy after he came back from Donbass in May 1942. In
earty November 1942, the remsining Jews from Matkovisy were transfrred to schoe! No
6. The school was surrounded by & tall row of barbed wire.'”"
There were very many pecpls in the camp, mors thas 2,000 persons. The school
was completely immmed with people. We slapt tightly packed to one snother. It
lch e could e o smyting i s condions. ™
The food rations in schood No & were the same 8 in Leznevo. The Commandant of
school No 6, Herr Kok, wes German and the policewses: who gusrded the camp were
local. Kriil delivered 2 covtain number of workars o the enginesn of the Todt
Organization sach day. Unlike Bockamer, he $id not appeer st the places where the Jews
workad. As in Lemnevo, the inmales of »zhool No & worked or the road construction. '™
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The mast herrible thing was jo po o and from work, sithough the job iteslf was
vory hard, o lonst we grow warm ot work. 'We walied severnl kilometers 1o s
fromm work. Everyone's shoss weve worm oul, and the clothes, oo, 'Wa walked in
rud meixed with mow [in sarly November, 1942]. K was eribly frowring, we
caught cold, bet we ware not suppoand 10 gat sick. [The sk got shot], b e
momings, when we got up for work, everybody was coughing. '

On the rosds, the Jews of chool No & ware sebject &0 the sime brutalities, strocithes, and

ruardyrs aa the Jows in the other labor camps.

Sknce subamn, large growps of Jews ware taken out of the canp sappossdly for
special work, and the people who were taken out never reterned. [n & day or two
their places wars takem by newly srvived Jows from difforent places. Since [the
Gersnams) selected the most famished [Jews) for this special work, we all
usdursioed that they were kilied. We made this informce slso from the shols,
which we slways heard afier the next growp waa taken for ms exacution. '
Ten people would be shot for an cacape of one Jew from the cansp. Thus in achool No &,
as in Laxmevo, the Juws walched one another 10 prevent anather's Might.'? Nevertheless,
soses Jewa flad, sepacially the ones who had neithey relstives nor friends sy longe.
During one night in November 1942, Venismin Grinberg climbed over the burbed wire of
schoo! No 6 sad found refuge in the second ghetto,'*!

One yoar sfiar the first pogrom, Jews still sxisted in Proskuroy behind te barbed
wirs and in the second ghet'c. Their numbers significanstly decressed. Many were laken
awny to labor camps and many ware killed of work. Random murders on the berrilory of
the ghatto became common sfier the first pogrom. By November 942, » famine faever
spidmmic, tranemitted by lice and ticks, spraad in the old ghetto. The Jewish doctor
Khromey took care of masry of the sick bul no medicines were svailable. Many paople
died from the epidemic and from oth.  wsen. Famine fever did not spresd 1o the
macond ghetio. The Jews in the old ghetto lived in grester fear tham the Jews in the

mpociaities ghetto, perhaps, bocause even Lhe most sevior Nazi officials relicd on tw



strvicss of e Jowish thitled workers in e latter. The Germans issund & warning not i
ot sy “foruign™ Jews — rensways from pagroms in neighbering lowns snd fom
Siffarent laibor carps - 10 hide in the ghatios of Proskwor.'™ When Moishe Einkers, &
rantway Bom Modehibork, trhad 1o find shelor in Proskarev, the Jews in the ol ghetie:
refrnined Bor: lesting him in:

Afler crouping theough the barbed wire, | knocked on the duar of the first howse

ol amidd vary quintly: “Jows, plonss opan. 1 e fovn Msdubibosk md st
the pegrom. Lat tes in to warm up.” Thers followsd s hubbub in the

Bowse. “Who is knocking”™ seversl voices mbiad. | ropesied sy provious ples.
For a while there wae some discussion inslde. “What do you say. Rab Neicsh ™"

T foel we should ot him in." Pwt & women began ranting: “17 you it him in, |
will sart screaming.”

Just tham, the window of the neighboring houss was opesed, | spproachel snd
comlucted & converaation with & young man. He ol me that in his bouns thers
wars seversl sick people suffering from famine fover. The epldamic did nat spare
the Proskavov ghatio. He suggested | come iniey his room.  Hewever, at duyvlight
e swnkanad e, seying: “Plass lowve. The Gastape are alvendy in the ghetio.
{The Jews of the old ghetic were ssennbling for work.] ™'
The Oksman family, escapsss Fom the pogrom in Mikhalpol, found & teaaperary shalter
bahingd the barbed wire in Proskurov. In the speciaitios ghetto, Elvs Millis, & tallor o
Muishibosh, geve temporsry refage to Moishe Eishorn. In the some ghoio, the Deown
fameily gave slwiier i Veniamin Grinkery. Duvid Barieyn: from Felalwin snd Sews who
Fled from other places hid temporarily in Proskwrov. ™™ To seek refugs fom Gastiles wis
0o dengerows.  The Naris promissd desth to & family of sny non-Jew in whose house &
Jowe wos found. """ Even those Ukrainians who sympethized with tee plight of the Jews
were sfraid 1o let thern hide in their homes. From the ranswsys, the Jews of Proskurov
loarned about the pogroms in nearly towns. The Jews of the Ziskov ghetio were
murderad in three waves — on May 9, July 910, and Aaguet 4, 1942, The Jiwa of

Modzhibozh ghetto wene wiped cut in two waves — on September 11 and November I,



E04Z, ‘The Jown of Latichev ~ September 20 and mid November. [n Yarmolintsy, Nazis
kitiod the Last Jews in November.'* Whersss, & yeer sarbier, virtuslly no one in
Proskurov foresew the firel mass munder, in Noverber 1941 most of the Jews: sticipaied
the nexi pagrom.

The remons about an imminent pogeom spread in Proskuroy, The inmates of
schoal No 6 believed thet they hesrd dynamise explosions —Soviet POWs blawing up pits
in the frozen sarth. Gentiles aid that they sew Jewish forced workers digging pie for an
upcoming execution iss Laxsevo. When the Jews selectad for a day of “epectsl work” did
not retiarm st night 10 the gheo, teir relatives instinctively knew that their loved one
ware takon 1o dig the pits and were shot st the end of the day.'™ Those lews who had
mveans and trusied Gentile acquasintances trisd to e the ghatio on the eve of the pogrom.
The Blekivnan family, excoptionslly weslthy by the pre-war standards, paid their Gentile
acqueintance Danil in goid to rent & house on the “fiee” terrHiory in Proskurov. (Dl
was raiapd in the Jewish family of Sherman after his own paresis disd in the 1930%). In
the caller of the howse, Danil dug & hode and coversd it with siraw. Yanks] Blekiman, his
wife Rive (Lindenbaym), their deughier Lyusya, their nisce Sima Blckhman, and their
nephew Fiks (the son of Liza Lindboyrm) left the ghutto — unsesn, in the fall of 1942 %0
lside in the hole. Two other persons kid in the liding place made by Danil. {Liza
Lindusberyr planned o jois har son bid she never did. Acconding 10 the posl-war
rnaors, she poisoned hersell). All seven persons stayed in the hole for four monthe snd
lved through the second pogrom.'>® The Jews who had no maturial possessions beft of
valie but had trusted Ukrainian friends slso iried to flee. 'When ber hushand mnd the
eldesi daughter did not come back from work one day in late Novessber, the mother of



Etya B, fovoad her thireen year-old dewgheer to nan o the howss of & young Ulreinian
couple, Sabing and Alexey, whom: the mother knew and trasied. Etya B. found refigs ot
the houss of the righteous couple. Her mother snd the mother's youngest son remeined
in the ghetto; hed they flud to the same house aa Etys B., they would put the lves of Etya,
Sabine st Alexey in dangar.'! According o Lyveys Siskiuman, shout 80 to 100 Jows
B th ghvotts: bafore the second pagrom. Mamy of them: hid st the howses of Ukrainias.
Many Jews did not servive in hiding: they were dincovered and shot with their hosts.' ™
To nm sleewhere from Proskaroy, whers one could try 30 hide his or hr identity, or i
st $o Trananistria, the ares under Romenisn occupation some 90 lon cast from
Proskuroy, was difficslt. | sowsd carly in November 1942; several fort of mow
covered the roads and hindered sn atewpt to flight. By Novesnber 1942, many Jews
lomrnd by word of mouth thet in Trswsistria Romarniers did ot mseder Jewa.
Physically capable Jews who had family members in the ghatto could nol shandon s
children, their eiderly parents, or the sick. Moishe Einhorn and, undoubtedly, & few cther
Jewa who no longer had amything to lose bt their lves left Froskivov for Trassistris m
Novamber 1942,/ The Jews who remained in the ghetto faced & pogront.

in the lsbor campe and in the two ghetios many sbie-bodied Jews dreamt of
resistance. The able-bodied = and women could not effect rendom violence againet the
Nazis or the policernen bocause it would result in roprissls againet their childron and
ehderly farnily members who still remeined. The fews in Proskurov had no waspous to
juuarsie an all-ghetic wprising. Thus mary shle-bodied Jewish men snd women hoped o
join the underground organizations of the partisan brigades, which they betieved 10 exist
i e woods, to svenge the deaths of their loved ones and their sufferings.'™  Acconding



o Ukrninion histories, by Septanber [ 941, cleven undenground proups oparatad in
Proskaroy sder the commmand of Mikols Khranovekiy, » member of the Communiet
Party of Ukraine.' However, it sosms thet, in the bugisming of the war, he undwrpwnd
i Proslnwey mainly worked to sprond the ii-Geren propagands. The Jeaflets calling
onto the residents of Proskwrov nol to surrender the Ukrainian towns and cities, "o sve
the planie and the faciories,” sad thes io help the Rad Army were posied srousd the city.
In Augast [942, the underground geoup headed by Peter Semaniuk ssbotaged & train
headed 10 Germany with Ukrainian young men snd women conscripted for labor; the
Ukrninion men mad women retaned to their homes. Sometioe before April 1943, the
name underground group fread |50 Soviet FOWs from the POW camp in Rakove, an
outskirt of Proskurov.'™ However, it ssems that the partisan movement in Prosioarov did
not g Pull sirength untif ake in 1942, Josif Groysman testified thet before be was talken
to the Isbor camp in Lexnevo in May 192, severs times, Jewish boys and & firw aduits
sicle sway fom the second ghatto s the woeds to find the partisans. Each tine the boys
returned without success. The sdults did not reen; they were killed.'” Lubov Shermen
o Dunasvisy, ol} ki south of Proskerov, ras sway from s sbor camp neer e \oem
with the Aol of & | Nrsinian friend in 1941. Posing se & Ulrainisn young woms, she
wandered in the woods and i the vill-ges and joined & partisen brigade in Vissites oblast
saet of Proskueov only in 1943 when s number of brigades were formed. 'While they
ware Dot universally welcomed in the ranks of Gentilc partisens, Jows played sn active
role in the partisan struggle in the woods of Vianits:. Some brigades, such as the brigade
commanded by David Mudn'k, consised entirely o/ Jows and included the childem and
thve aldurly frnily members of the Bghters."™ [1 is possible that & few Jews from



Proskurey siso suoesidad in breaking sway to the partiosns in Proskwrov oblest or in
Vinniten ablast. Afer the war, E. Lamtsman tastifSad that in Proskwrov “the shooting
Hmm Juews killad three 55 men and five policemen recruited from the
local mopulstion. Sovers] young peopis succesded in bresking through o e forest and
mcaping.”'” However, it is unciesr when and under whet circumetances the resistance
‘ook place.

Wheroes i 1941 the head of Einazgrppe C proposed & “gradust liguidetion” of
Jewry o sccommodate the sconomic situation in Ukrsine, on fanuary 20, 1942, at the
Waemass Conference, the Nasi party and state lenders decided not 1o Hager with the
murdur of Jewa sy longer.'™ The tum of the Jews of Proskuroy came in December
1942, By that time Einsstzgreppe C had severs! pas trucks designed © wffocate peoy =
with carbon menoxide and it used the trucks 1o murder il inmates in Isbor camps in
Latichev.™™! [n the second pogrom in Proskurov, however, the Nais used the old-
fushioned roethod of musrdes - they shot 11ic Jews. During the second pogrom, the Nazis
wiged out not ondy all the Jews from the two ghetios in Proskurov but also all the inmetes
of the concaniration camps in the Proskurov cres and the Jews from Nikolsysv, & nearby
viliage. The murder lasted more then a woek. More ther: 7,000 paople were killed. '
Ow th neight of Novessber 30 - Decomber |, 55-men, Lithamisn Scintemasnner, sl the
local policemen started 10 break into the homes of the Jews in the old ghetis and into the
Sharnes of the specialing.'*? Crying, bestings, shouts, pleading, and shootings of the il
whu could not walk 10 their desths sccompanded the rownding-up of the Jewn. 1t lasind
sever] days and every day Jews were driven to Lemevo for the execution. On
Decomber 3, the munderers came (o the garage outside of Letnevo where losif Groyaman
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wis working. (The Chel was relesstd by the Germans fwo wasks prior io the pagrom.
He forewaemed the Jews of the impending homicide before be left for his “vacstion™).
The insastes of schoo] No & wers driven on foot 10 the sxecution in groups of one
hundrad theoughout December.'™ [t is possibie thet the inmates of Leznevo lahor camp
ware the first victims of the pogrom.

Mikhail Oriov, & local policemen who witnessed the second mass murder of the
bews in Laaneve, bewiified afiar the liboration of Proskwso: '

1 was & witness o & horrible evil, when Beckman ~ German chief of the
Gsndermerie, Gees Filippovich - head of the district Gendarmerie, and
CGarmans Halbar, cavairy sergesnt major Han, Kjunk, Treck, [and] cavaiey
serpeent major Vernich shot thoussels of Jews near Lemevo in the sscond

pogroen. They shot thew poist-blank in the back of the basd ad dwew tho
m.uu ik pit,'*

Clearly, soven Germans sloms did not complete the murder of nearly eight thousand Jews
st Lemevo, To enscute the Jews of Prosioarov wad the Jews of nearby [sbor camps, 55-
Eismatskommando squads arrived i the city st the end of November. In sddition i the
local policemen and the Lithussian Schatzrmassner who were siready there, the Nazis
brought in Uikrainian policemes from nearbry towss to shoot the Jews."™* Mikhel! Oriev
may have played an active role in the pogrom. The tastimony of Etys Taslevich is the
anly sccount of & survivor of the mass murder ol Letnevo:

At the et of Dacember 1942 came my tarn o gl shot. On Sslurdey & pasty of

about 100 people was taken out of the camp [schoo] No 5] and drivea 10 Lamev,
By now we kiew well thal our desths were imminent. In Lemevo wa ware pai in
2 large cold shad newr the dug out pite. Tt was siready svening. No shootings
wers carried oul on Susdays, the policemen-sxecutionsrs rested and perhaps
prayed t0 G-d. Thus we could live snother day wetil Mondey.

Excty oa Mondsy moming the trucks with new people arived. These wers the
rernsining Jews of Proskurov ghetto. They cane as entie fumilies with childesn.
They were still wed] dressnd snd carrial subicssen, bags, mnd bindles with
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belongings. They were told that they would be resettled 1o another place but were
brought to the pits.'™

Mast likely, the Jews did not buy into the deception bul were ordered Lo bring their
helongings.

They began 1o shoot the newcomers first although we arrived nearly one day
before them|, } probably because they stood nearer 1o the door of the shed, They
were ondered 1o come oud of the shed and to sirip naked in front of its wall, It was
ordered to undress the children as well. They threw all the clothes into o heap.
The heap became farger and larger. Then the policemen ordered all the adults to
lime wp and [they ] separated the children from them, except infants whom Lhe
mothers held in their arms. The policemen passed between the rows [ef Jews]
snd forced [them] 1o take rings off their hands, examined the mouths of the Jews
and knocked oul the gold-tooth crowns, Many people took out their dentures snd
gave them up themselves. I someonie could not take a ning ofT, the policemen
chopped ofT hisher fingers. The policemen were very covetous of gold and they
could not allow any Jewish man or 8 woman to fall into a pit with a golden ring
in & hand or & gobden tooth in a mouth.

Thie adults and the juveniles were shot in the same pit, each separalely. They shel
them in the back of the head. By force, they ripped away young chilidren and
in‘unts from their mothers and simply threw them into another pit. When there
were sbout 18-20 children, one policeman fired & maching gun [al them], and they
threw in the next Kids. Many children were not even killed  They froze {lo death]
in the pil either eniouched by a bullel or wounded.

When we were led cut of the shed, | lonked inio the pil with children{;] they were
stirring, crying and screaming. .. As the execution of the Jews of Proskurov ghetlo
continued, | could not e'ways hear the shots, human wailing [drowned them oul],
The screaming and the crying of women, the weeping of children, the swearing of
men were unbearable to hear. 'We forgol for a moment that owr lum fol'owed
these Jews."™*

Mot 1o undress in front of the murderers and not 10 be shot in the back of the head, a lfew
Jewish girls hung themselves en the attic of the shed, A lew others tried bul could not
bring themselves to commil suicide."™
When the murder of the Jews from the ghetto was finished, they sianed with us. |
wis bed 1o the pit. A ladder {trap) lowered into the pil, everyone was Lo walk
down this ladder and lic down head 1o head in rows, When one row filled up,

athers lay down. On the lowest ning of the ladder stood a policeman and shot
everyone in the back of the head. As | stood near the ladder, [ heard this
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ask another, “tale my place, my finger is stiffened and can not work."
He tumed te climb out of the pit but saw me and said again, “Well, ﬂuumy
neighbor, | must finish her off mysell.” He was Bromislay Zhukovekiy.'™
Bronislay Zhukovakiy, whose family suffered from Soviel repressions, joined the
Felshin police unit in July 1941, Etys Tsalevich knew Zhukovskiy from her home
llli'lilu"l'l.Iﬂ
I did not lie down immediately where | was supposed 1o, but began to ery snd to
plead not to get shot. Zhukovakiy shouted, “Lie down, your life is over.” [ closed
my eyes and threw myseil onto corpses. | heard a shot...'™
Etya Tsalevich was not shot to death. She lost conaciousness.  As she began 1o suffocate,
Etya freed hersell from the human bodies that fell on top of her and climbed oul of the
pil. In ihe dead of the night, covered in blood and dressed in the clothes from the hesp
left by those who were now dead, Fiya Tsalevich crawled from the execution place to the
village of Leznevo. She was saved by a Ukrainian family of Daryn Shershun and her son
Viadimir Shershun.'” The survivors refer to the 1942 pogrom as the final massacre of
the Jews in Proskurov. More than 7,000 people were murdered. We may never know
how many more people were not killed but climbed out of the pit and lived; how many of
them were dragged back 1o the pil or shot when they tried 1o get cut; how many Jews died
from wounds, sulfocated or froze Lo death in the pit. The mass grave remained

uncovered throughaut the winter months.'™
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SURVIVING THE HOLOCALUST

According 1o the Soviet estimates, 16,000 Jewish civilians from Proskurov
perished during the War.' Oversll, more than 218,000 Jews from Proskurov oblast
perished in the Holocaust.! Three milltion out of five million Soviet Jews died in the
Greal Patriotic War.! When the Red Army liberated Proskuroy from the Germans on
March 25, 1944," approximately 60 Jewish men, women and children survived the
Holocaust.”

The fates of the Holocaus! survivors from Proskurov are incredible and heroic.
The lives of the Jews who survived the second pogrom seem (o have been nol only in the
hands of Germans, but in the hands of Ukrainians and in the b, ol G-d. While most of
the Jews in the two ghetios in Proskeroy anticipated the second pogrom, they did not
foresee ita totality. Although the Todt Organization began to hire Ukrainian waged
{aberers and 1o use Jewish-Hungarian forced labor balialions lo build roads and bridges in
Ukraine, the Jews in Proskurov ghettos believed that the Germans still needed their skills
and expertise, When the second pogrom began, the Jew -umed thal the 1942
execition would last one day as the firsl pogrom and that they could hide out. Extended
fumilies and people who were not related squeezed inlo makeshift hidings. They did not
take any food or water with them, assuming that the massacre would stop after one day.”
A few Jows did not hide. Eiderly Mr. and Mrs. Detun remained cutside with their
grandchibd, fearing that the whole family would perish if the infani were (o start crying.’
The overwhelming majority of the Jows from the iwo gheilos, seven thousand people,
were hunted down by the Naris and their collaborators, and massacred on the first day of

the pogrom. More than one hundred Jews were not discovered. Some remained in their
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hiding places up to ten days without food or water, nearly suffocating, snd lorced 1o
relieve themselves in place. In nearly every hiding piace, if they were not discovered by
ihe Nazis or by the Schutzmaenner, someone expired or went berserk.” Eva Okaman, &
ten year old girl, hid with her mother Adelia and her brother Misha for two days:

W lowered into 8 cellar, it was called “the secrel.” Very many people packed

into i, some with children. We were suffocating. Outside Germans and

Schulzmaenner committed such deeds - [from our hiding place, we heard] shots,

shouts, cries. We used a staircase to lower into “the secret” and camoullaged the

enirance with a cupboard. There we lay. One nighl. One day. My litile brother
was crying because he wanted lo drink. 1t was unsafe, someone could have heard
us upstairs. But there was nothing lo drink or 1o eat. My mother gave my little
brother urine to drink. Then his heart could notl endure it. As I held him, saliva
came out of my brother's mouth and his body wmed cold. He died. At that
moment my mother was happy that my brother would not be shot. But for the rest
of her life and after the war she thought that maybe my brother remained alive
when we left him.”
After the first few days of the pogrom, nothing indicated that il was salc 1o come out.
Yei those Jews who were still in hidings realized that they would die from starvation or
suffocation if they siny. One by one, lamilies and single persons began 1o shardon their
holes and io wander off in different directions,”"

Not al} of the people who lived through the second pogrom lived io see the day of
the liberation. Many of the Jews, who came out of hidings, immediately fell into the
hands of the Nazis or the policemen whao roamed in the ruins of the twe ghetics. When
they crawled out of their shelter, seven days alter the second pogrom had begun, Abram
Melamud and his son Mikhail met face 1o face with a Schutzmann. Abram Melamud
bribed the policeman in gold; the latter pretended not (o see the escapees.’’ Some
sevenly other survivors of the second pogrom were not 5o fortunate. After 11 days of
hiding, Revekka and Hana Gritsershieyn abandoned their shelier. They succeeded lo

bribe one policeman with a suitcase full of belongings but another Schutrmann



immediately gave the women swsy io a German officer. Revekis and Hana
Gritsershteyn were led inside & building where nearly seventy other Jewish men, women,
srd children who came out of ther holes were assemblod:

The Schutzmann led us inside a very filthy building where the remaining Jews
were gathered. On the way to the building we ate dirty snow. Ukrsinian women
waiched and muttered, “Look, they are going to their deaths and still want 1o
rink "

In the building there were nearly 70 Jews. For a few days they have received
neither food nor water.

1 began to knock at the door and to demand water but had no suc oss. In the
evening a guand came in, 8 Schulzmann, he asked, “who will go for waler™
Everyone waniod to go but he chose me. Instead of a pale. he gave me a bottle
from kerosene with a broken neck.

[ satisfied my thirs at the well. [When [ retumned (o the building, people] threw
themselves onto the one bottle of water. Schutzmaenner besd them with whips.

During the night | was sent out for water again..."”

Policeman Ivanov who became infatuated with Hana before the War decided to save her.
Under the cover of night, Ivanov led Hana to the house of Valodymyr Lanko, & righteous
Ukrainian, a friead of the Gritsershteyn family. For eleven months, Lanko hid Hana
Gritzershieyn and a scven-year-old girl, Byata Beyter, under his bed. Al the end of 1943,
with the help of Lanko and with luck, Hana and Byata fled o Transnistria. They
sirvived the Holocaust. Hana retumed to Proskurov after its liberation but she never saw
her mother again.'’

Before murdering the lagi Jews in Proskorov, the Nazis made their final selection
of the Jewish specialists. A small number of Jewith skilled workers were assembled in
school No 5. In spite of the demands of the Final Solution, spparently, the Nazis in
Proskurov still necded Jews 1o fix their watches and 1o darn their uniforms. Tatyana
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Uzenket, aged 17 at the lime, became one of the inmates of school Mo 5. Very soon after
its conception, the concentration camp was liquidsted. Tatyana Uzenkel wrote:

One *beautiful' day the Nazis emptied the building of the concentration camp -

they murdered &li the people who stifl remained. By the will of fate, some of the

sufTerers remained alive, inclading myself. | will not write in detail about what |

lived through because if ia too painful and physically unbearable.'*
Apparently, these last Jews in Proskurey were shol in February 1943, In 1944, afler the
liberation of Proskurov, 8. Kolodiy testified that sixty policemen from Volochiysk ook
part in the execution of “the soviet citizens from the concentralion camps surrounding
Proskarov.” The shooting took place in Zarech'ye."® Apparently, the last victima were
driven not only from school No 8, bul also from other concentration camps of which no
documentary cvidence seerns to remain. Talyana Lizenkel was shot but, like Etyn
Tsalevich, she climbed out of the desd. Taiyana Uzenkel sruggled lor survival and
survived the War."*

The Jews who lived through the second pogrom could not remain in the niins of
the two ghettos. Lindil the final mass murder, some survivors of pogroms in the small
towns near Proskuroy fled to the city to hide among Jewish people from the Nazis and
their henchmen. Escupee Jews fell safer in a ghetto among other fews than hiding in the
woods or among Genliles, During the second pagrom, the Nazis liquidated the lnst two
ghettos in Proskurov area.'” The escapees from Proskurov could seek shelter only amony
Cientiles or in Transnistria.

in August 1941, 10 appease their ally, Germans granied the civil administration of
the Ukrainian region between the South Bug River and the Dniester River, extending
south to the Black Sea, 1o Romania. This region was called Transnistris during the War,

On the eve of the War, more than 300,000 Jews lived in Transnistria, 180,600 of them
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tived in the southern port city of Odessa. Approximately half of the Jewish residents of
Odessa Med the city before its occupation by the Romanian Army in October 1941, In
the same month, Einsatzgruppe D, which followed the Romanian Army into the southern
Soviet Union, and the Third Romanian Army shot and bumed (o death more than 50,000
Jews of Odessa. The remaining Jews of the city and its environs were laken by the
Romandan authorities in coopes ation with the Germans to Berezovia and 1o three
different conceniralion camps in the Golta district, upstresm of the South Bug River:
Bogdanovka, Domanevks snd Akhmetcheika. By February 1942, the Romanian Army in
cooperation wilh the Einsatzgruppe D and the ethnic Genman militias murdered nearly
100,000 Jews in the concenlration camps in souther Transnistria.'*

Al the same time as they mundered the Jews in southern Transnisiria, the
government of Romania evicted 150,000 Jews from Bessarabia and Bukovina, the
terrilories reconquered from the Soviel Union, and deported these fews to northem
Transnistriz. The deportations lasted from September 1941 until October 194.2.
Approximately 100,000 Ukrainian Jews lived in northem Transnistria, mainly
concentrated in the cities of Zhmerinka and Mogilev-Podolskiy. Although these cilics
were geographically located within reach of the Einsatzgruppe C, apparently, the
Einsalzgruppe did not operate in the "Romanian™ territory. Einsatzgruppe D did not
move north from Odessa but advanced east along the southern coast of the Soviet Unien.
The Romanian Army advanced to the astern fronl. The indigenous Jews of Zhmerinka
and its environs in northem Transnistria did not become subjeci 1o the mass murders that
took place everywhere in Ukraine. In accordance with the Decree No, 21, issued in

November 1941 by the Romanian dictator, Antonescu, the indigenous Jews in northem



Transnistria and the deportees were confined to ghetios in wpecific towns wd villages.
Their freedoms of movement and communicalion were completely restricted although not
all of the ghettos were physically isolmted. The Romanian administration did not provide
any food or medicsi supplies 1o the deportees; teny of thousands of them perished from
starvation, cold, and infectious diseases in the winter of 19411942, The fatality rate
among the local Jews was significantly lower than among the deporices because the
former remained ol their homes and retained many of their possessions. By the winter of
1942-1943, the Romanian government aliowed the Jewish organizahions of Romanis
proper, such as the Union of Romanian Jews { Uniunea Evreilor Romdni), to send xid 1o
the deportees in northern Transnistria. Soup kitchens, hospitals and orphanages were set
up in the ghetios. The mortality rate dropped. In the fall of 1942, when the Nazis
demanded to depont the Jews from Transnistria 1o the Belrer extermination camp in
Poland, the Romanian government had every chance to annihilate the more than 70,000
Jews from Bessarsbia and Bukovina and the 100,000 indigenous Jews living in north
Transnistriz. However, Antonescu refused. While the Romanian suthorities exploited
the labor of the Jews in northern Transnistria for nominal compensation and frequently
delivered Jewish laborers 1o the Todt Organization under German control, Romanians did
not pursue the total extermination of the fJews in Transnistria. Romania, unlike Germany,
did not perceive the annihilation of world Jewry as its primary war aim. Apparently, its
primary war aim was 1o regain the regions of Bessarabia and Bukovina, which Romania
lost 1o the Soviet Uinion in 1940, Antonescu used northemn Transnistria as the dumping
ground for the evicted Jews. He did not plan lo annex Transnisina to Romania proper,

hence, apparenily, he did not mind a relatively large concentration of Jews in that arca.
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Also. the normative use of bribery of Romanian politicians and the chanye in the tide of
War in fe-or of the Allies after the Soviel victory al Stalingrad in November 1942-
Junury 1943, evidently, convinced Romaniens (o Jet the Jews in Transnistria be."® Thus
afier the secend pagrom in Proskuroy In December 1942, Transnistria seemad 1o remain
the only haven within reach, seme 90 km cast of the city. Roughly half of the survivors
of the Holocsus! from Proskurny survived in Transnistria.

No Jew survived the Holocaust without the help of Gentiles and without Luck.
tosif Groysman and a man from Vinkovtsy Mled from the lsbor camp-garage near
Leznevo on December 5, 1942, Veniamin Grinberg sscaped from the skilled-labor ghetto
approximately five days after the second pogrom began. Tosif Groysman and his
companion, and Yeniamin Grinberg walked through the villages covered with snow o
Trananisiria. The cscaping Jews moved maostly al night and hid during daytime; they
svoided towns because Germans were stationed in them, Ukrainian and Russian Gentiles
recognized escapee Jews by the rags they were wearing, by their emaciated bodies, and
by exhaustion and fear in their eyes. Some Jews never got o Transnistris. They were
betrayed by Ukrainiana to the local policemen or to German authorities. We may never
know how many Jews were killed afler they fled Proskurev. Every Jew who successfully
reached Transnisiria, af one point or ancther met a Gentile who shawed him or her the
righl direction, gave a piece of bread, a 1ift on a section of the road, offered sheller in 2
shed for a day, or simply did not betray him or ber.™ The Blekhman family paid a
Ukrainian train conducior to smuggle them onto & train (o Zhmerinka, Transnistria,
shortly aficr the second pogrom.”’ At the end of 1941, Volodymyr Lanke paid a train

conductor 1o smugghe Hana Gritzershicyn and Byata Beyter to Zhmerinka.™ Sabina and
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Alexey, the saviors of Etya B., did not have possessions to bribe a conductor. They drove
Etyn 1o norihern Transnistria on a horse cart, risking their own lives.”’ Once they reached
the Romanisn occupied territory, the survivors from Proskurov found shelicr among
Ukrainisn Jews or among the Jews from Bessarshia and Bukovina. Escapees from the
German-occupied terrilory were subject 1o forced Inbor more often than the Jews who
lived in northermn Transnistria since the beginning of the War. However, by 1943,
Romanians did not murder fews arbitrarily and did not commit mass execulions. By
increditle Fate and with help from Ukrainians less than 60 Jews from Proskurov reached
Transnistria and survived the War. ™

Not all of the survivors of the second pogrom sttempied to flec o Transnistria.
Ten-yenr old David Bershicyn and possibly a few other Jews fled (o the woods. They
could not hide outdoors for a long time becauss the 1emperature reached thirty degrees
below the frecring point { in Celsius) in December 1942, Afler veveral days, David
Bershteyn left the woods; he hid in Felshtin, in the cellars and in the attics of the houscs
of Ukrainians unil the end of the War.™ After climbing out of the mass grave in
Leznevo, Etya Tsalevich entered the village, When the dawn broke, she had no place to
hide bul could not continue walking any longer; dressed in rags and stsined with blood,
the girl looked like she came from the dead. Etya Tsalevich entered a hut on the oulskin
of Leznevo and collapsed unconscious. By a chance of luck, she fell into the house of
Darya Shershun and her son Viadimir. This righteous Ukrainian family ook Elya into
their home, saving her from death. Noi 1o arouse suspicions from their neighbors, Darya
Shershun and Viadimir gave Etya 2 Ukrainian name, Galya; they taught her Christian

prayers, and gave her a cross on a necklace. In the summer of 1943, when it became



dangerous for her 1o remain in Leanevo, Galva went fo the city of Gaysin in Vienitsa
oblast, posing ss 5 Ukrainian girl. While she remained Jewish, Etya Tsalevich kept her
Ukrainian name, Galya, sfier the end of the War.™

Many Ulrsinians lived in poverty during the War. Thus the nighteous Ulrainians
not only put their fives at risk but also took on economic burdens when they helped the
Jews. Some Ukrainians accepted money for giving shelter. When they fled the ghetio
after the second pogrom, Abram Melamud and his son Mikhail came 1o the house of their
trusiesd Lkrainian acquaintance in the outskint of Proskuroy, Grechany. Al night, the
{fcrainian friend escorted Abram and Mikhail to the house of his sister. This righteous
woimnan hid in her cellar the father and son, and eight other Jews, who recompensed her
with their valuable possessions, until April 1943.7 After fleting from the ruins of the old
ghetto and after wandering for many days in the woods and in the villages outside of
Preskurov, hungry, cold and exhausted, Adelia Oksman and her daughter Eva entered a
house oulside of the village of Korzhevisy and asked for shelier. The owners of the
house, the Martyniuk family, were very poor. They agreed io hide the Jewish woman and
her daughter in an cutdoor cellar behind their house in return for Adelia’s winter coat and
a roll of fabric. Adelia and Eva Oksman entered the house of Martyniuks by a chance of
tuck. Although they lived in danger of being evicted or discovered, Adelia and Eva
Oksman survived the War.”* Unfortunately, there were Ukrainians who ook advantage
of and betrayed runaway fews. Galina Kratiuk in Proskurov was infamous for cvicting a
number of Jewish people after they gave up all their possessions 1o her.™

In 1942-15942, the Germans conscripied Ulkrainian youth to work for the Nazi war
effort. More than 116,000 Ukrainians from Proskurev oblast went to Germany.™



Although Ukratnizn laborers received nominal wages in Germany and the majority of
them retumed to the Soviet Union after World War I, in 1943 many young people tried
o hide from conscription.”’ In April 1943, when her daughier bid from the German labor
conscription, the Ulrsinian woman who gave shelter o Abram and Mikhail Melamd,
and 10 eight olher Jews, ssked them to leave, fearing thal both the Jews and her daughter
would be discovered. Abram Melamud and his son started walking towards Transnistria.
On the cotekints of Derarhnya, 30 km esst from Proskurov, they were spotied by a young
Ukrainian girl, who betrayed the.n to a policeman. The policeman led Abram and
Mikhail Melamud to Gestapo, the Nayi police office. By a miracle, the father and son
were not killed. They became imprisoned. From April 1943 until March 1544, Abram
Melamud, a skilled tailfor, sewed for the Nazis, In compensation, the Nazis gave food Lo
the tiler and his son. In March 1944, when the Soviet Army approached Proskurov
oblast, a Ukrainisn guard helped the prisoners to escape. By obscure luck, it scems thal
the Naris spared the lives of Abram Melamud and his son because, by 1943, no skilled
{aborers were left in Dernzhnya.’® After the liberalion, Abram and Mikhail Melamud
retumned lo Proskurov, Ukraine."

The approximately sixty Jewish men, women and child survivors who refumed to
Proskuroy after its liberation in 1944 were not wealthier, cleverer or more educated than
the 16,000 other Jews of Proskurov who perished in the Holocaust. 'Why weri: they Lhe
ones chosen 10 outlive the murder of their mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, and children,
they do not know. During the process of my rescarch, | had the honor of corresponding
with twelve Holocaus! Survivors from Proskurov oblast, who now live in laracl and in the

United Siates. The memaory of their sulferings and of those who did not live 1o see Lhe
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day of the liberation brings back unbearsble griel and anguish until the present day. All
of the individuals with whom | cormesponded pulled their lives logether, created families,
and lived with dignity afler the War. In my eyes, the men and women who survived the
Holocaust in Proskurov oblast are true heroes and heroines.

NOTES

' The Soviet State Extraordinary Commiszion to Investigate Nazi Crimes Committed on
the Soviet Temitory, USHMM archives, RG-22.002M, Reel 2, foriginal in the State
Archives of the Russian Federation (GARFY), fond 7021, opis 64, delo 792).

 The Soviet State Extraordinary Commission to Investigate Nazi Crimes Commitied on
the Soviet Temlory.

1 “Soviel Union,” Epcyclopedia of the Holocaust, ed. liracl Gutman, 4 vols, New York:
MacMillan Publishing Company, 1990,

* . M. Shkrobol, “Navichno v Pam'yati Narodniy,” ed. A. G. Filiniuk, Ploskyriy,
Proskuriy, Khmel nyts 'kyi, 1491-199] (Khmelnytskyi: Podillia, 1993) 53,

* The list of the inmates of the ghetto and concentration camps, who belong 1o the
Khmelnitskiy Oblasi Organizalion, signed by Bonis Levin, Seplember 11, 1994, lists 47
survivors (Collection of Ben Weinstock). However, according o Lyusya Blekhman,
spproximately fifty-five 1o sixty fews returned to Proskurov afier the liberation. They
frequently gathered in the house of Blekhmans. Some of the survivors did nol live in
Proskurov after the war. Hence they would not have registered their names with the

K hmelnitakiy Oblast Organization. Eiya B, letter (o the anthor, B January, 2000; Lyusys
Blekhman, personal interview, |4 October, 2000; Hana Vaiskop, testimony, RG 03-3766,
Yad Vashem Archives, lsmael, 1973, 11,

* Morris Erger {8 Hungarian Jew who worke? i the forced-labor bat. Yion in Proskurov
oblast), letter 1o the suthor, 25 December 2000. Veniamin Urinberg, personal inlerview,
audiocassetie, New York, 7 January, 2001; Hana Vaigkop, 10; Eva Oksman,
audiocasseile, donated 1o the author, January, 2.,

7 Veniamin Grinberg.
* Yeniamin Grinberg; Klara Melamud, 1elephone interview concerning her husband,

Mikhail Melamud, a holocaust survivor, 21 January, 2001; Eva Oksmon; Hana Vaiskop,
10,



* Eva Oksman.
" Veninmin Grinbery: Klars Melamud: Eva Okaman, Hans Vaiskop, 10.
" Klars Melemud.

* Hana Vaiskop, 11.
" Hana Vaiskop, 11-13.
" Tatyans Uzenkel, fetter o the author, December 2000.

'*$. Yu. Kolodiy, protocol of interrogation, Security Service Archives of the
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communication with Vadim Aliskan, archivist &t USHMM.
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"7 The ghettos of Mikhalpol, Zinkov, Letichev, Medrhibozh, Derazhnys, Yarmelintsy
and other nearby lowns have been liguidated by November |94). David A. Chapin and
Ben Weinstock, The Road from fatichey, Comp. David A. Chapin and Ben Weinstock
{San Joso: Writer's Showcase preseried by Wiiter's Digest, 2000), 673-744; Eva
Oksman; Shura Detinskaya, personal interview, 7 January, 2001,

'* Datia Ofer, “The Holocaust in Transnistria, a special case of genocide,” The Holocauss
io the Soviet Uniog, ed. Lucjan Dobroszycki and Jeffrey 5. Gurock (New York: M. E.
Shape, 1993} 133-154; *Transnistris.” Encyclopedia of the Hologausi. Ed. Israel
Gutmans. 4 vols. New York: MacMillan Publishing Company. 1990,

'* Dalia Ofer, “The Holocaust in Transnistria, a special case of genocide,” The Holocsust
in.the Soviel Union. od. Lucjan Dobroszycki and Jeffrey 5. Gurock {(New York: M. E.
Sharpe, 1993} 113-154; “Tranmistria.” Epcyclopedia of the Holocausl. Ed. fsrael
Gutman. 4 vols. New York: MacMillan Publishing Company. 1990; *Romania,” The

Ol Companion Lo World War I, ed. |. C. B. Dear (Oxford: Oxfond
Universily Press) {995,

* Ventamin Grinbery; losif Groysman, interview, dir. Maks Voskoboynik, sudiocassetie,
San Francisco, 2 January, 2001.

I | yusya Blekhman, interview, dir. Mikhail Fudin, +ideocassetie, The Survivors of the
Shoah Visual History Foundation, 17 May, 1994,

 Hana Vaiskop, 11,
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* prva B.; Lyusyn Blekbman (the Blekhman family, including Sima Blekhmen and Fika

{Lindesboym), survived); Molshe Einhom {originally from Medrhibozh), Veniamin
losif Groysman; Hana Vaiskop. Sheyva Zeltser alsc fled from Proskurov and

survived in Transnistris {Lyusya Blekhman, personal inderview, |4 October, 2000).

 Riys Taabevich, 4-5.

1 Brya Taalevich, 10-14. Eiya (Galya) Tsalevich, ielephone interview, 26 December,
2000,

1 K lnrn Metamud.
# Eva Oksmas.

" Hana Vaiskop, 11,

% The Soviet State Extraordinary Commission to Investigale Nazi Crimes Commilted on
the SBoviet Temitory.

" for a descriptive accouni of Ulrsinian conseription and Isbor in Germany, see

Rubinsiein, Donsa. ' -

Publishery. 1982, The young Gentiles in Proskurov not only chose to hide from

wmmmmmm:ﬂwm loca! underground organizations {Shirobot,
-52).

 The Jews of Derazhnya were mundered in Sepiember 1942, Chapin A. David and Ben
Weinstock, T44d.
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CONCLUSION

The Nazi Germany summendered on May B, 1945, The few Jews who succesded in
evacusting lo the east Soviet Union before the Nazis have entered Proskurov gradually
retumed home.' A few Jewish men and women, along with the Soviet people of other
nationalities, came back from the frovt alive.” The Jews from Proskurov came back (o
the cily where their mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers were murdered. The Soviel
Union suffered tremendous human and physical losses diring the War. Over twenty
million people perished. Nine million of them were soldiers.” in the conscicusness of
every Soviel child born afler the war, the Greal Patriotic War, 19411945, stands as the
gresiest tragedy in history. The courage of the Soviet men and women who served in the
War is glorified forever. Yet the chapters of Jewish history are erased from the Soviet
textbooks. Today, three monuments, established by the Jewish people afler the War,
commemorate the Jewish life that once was in Proskuroy.

NOTES

' The exact number of the people who succeeded in evacuating from Proskurov and
returned lo the city afier the War is not known. The following individuals or their
relatives stated 1o me that the following persons fled from Proskurov, June 22-July 7: the
family of Shopse Shieyner and his daughler Bazya Shteyner with children; the family of
Boris Froyshteter; the Tamily of Chaim Royzen; the family of Grigoriy Sheynberg, the
farnily of Samuil Margulis; Reva Sigal and her parents, Fanya Shnayder and her parents;
Yekov Birman and his parents; Vera Grinberg and her parents; Roman Inker and his
parenis; Meir Sheydvasser and his parents; Bronya Pames and her daughter Rita (now
Inker); Rahel Sigal { Tscasarskiy), her mother, and brother, the mother of losif Groysman
and his three sisters; Sheynd| Grinberg {the mother of Veniamin Grinberg), Mana
Roylburg. Some evacuces who lived in small towns in Proskurov area before the war,
seitled in the cily after they relumed from evacuation.

? The exact number of the Jewish people who came back frem the fronl alive is not
known., The following men came back from the front: Chaim Blekhman, Boruch Broyde,



Ciovsh [vankoviiser, Yefim Lemes, [osif Neyman, Giigorly Sheynberg, Boris

¥ Emma Drakhier, telophone interview, 29 Seplamber, 2000;
ivankovitser, lotier to the suthor, 16 October, 2000; Yefim Lomer, porsonal interview
ooncerning his lae wile Sima Lerner (Blekhman), o holocaust survivor, madiocasstie,
Hew York, 16 Decomber, 2000; losif Neyman, letter 10 the suthor, |7 Decernber, 2000;
Sonys Siigyner, telephone interview, 4 October, 2000.

) 1 mlon of Sovist Socislin Republics,” Tha New Encyclopaadia Beitsanics. 32 vols.
{Chicago: Encyclopaadie Britansica, 1998).
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