Colony Surveys – Komisaruk Family, Grafskoy
L. Uleinikov [Binshtok], Jewish Agricultural Colonies in Ekaterinoslav Province in 1890, St Petersburg, 1891;


Introduction by Uleynikov regarding Grafskoy:


Colony Grafskaya has been in existence since the year 1848. Here is located Office of Management. Some colonists settled here in 50th and 60th. Most of them came from Vitebskaya and Mogilevskaya guberniyas [incorrect – Kovno]. Currently they use 910 desiatins. Each household got allotment 30 desiatins. Near the Office of Management is located the large park, under care of a learned forester. This forester is, at the same time, the head of Office of Management. The purpose of this park is to provide all colonies with young trees from its nursery. There is a synagogue, built of sun-baked bricks and roofed with straw. Here is very good public granary built of fire-baked bricks, under iron roof, and a bath house, built of bricks, under earthen roof.


This colony has no water, and gets it from the colony Zelionoye Pole, distanced from Grafskaya by 4 viersts and from Sladkovodnaya, which is distanced by 8 viersts.


Johann Fiz serves as the Master Wirth of this colony.   

1 desiatin = 1.0925 hectare.

1 vierst = 1 066.781 meter

 Master  Wirth (germ.) – Model Colonist.

KEY:
1.Number
2. Surname, Name, Paternal name of colonists
3. Children number (male/female)
4. From them (children I suppose - P.B.) workers(male/female) - may be
meaning how much of them able to work? P.B.
5. How much from them at military service
6. Which buildings have colonists
7. Their (buildings - P.B.) state
8. Which agricultural tools they own (machinery, manual)
9. Livestock (working, non working)
10. Working only on own land or also rent land, how many and from whose
11. Working himself or with help of hired workers
12 qualifying (review) by model german farmers

Grafskoy 1890  Komisaruk family

1. #15

2. Komisaruk Pinkhas Zelmanowich. 
The elder has additionally two sons, who are not living in the colony;
one daughter is married; 
one of sons has three boys.

5-7. Goverment provided house covered with thatch (bad state). Near it built a new house with two rooms also covered with thatch (Good state).

Stable also covered with thatch
8. two ploughs, one and two furrow.

One mangle.

One harrow.

Two Britchka (carts).

9. five horses

Three cows.

One calf.


10. Except 1/3* of land, also rents 17 desyatins. 2/3 of land owned by older brothers.

11. Himself

12. Good


1. #16

2. Komisaruk Wolf Zelmanovich. 
One son and two daughters are still small.
One daughter married.

5-7. Goverment provided house (bad state) with three rooms, stable covered with thatch.

8. two ploughs, one and two furrow.

Two harrows

Two mangles

One Britchka

9. four horses

Six cows

Three calves


10 Except 1/3 of land, rents 10 desyatin in Sladkovodnaya from reserve lands, 8 in Grafskoy, 1 from Dikenshtein, 1 from Zaks and 1 from community.

11. Himself.

12. Good

1. #29


2. Komisaruk Leib Zalmanovich 
(see #15 and # 16). 
He has only one son,
who has four sons and six daughters.


5-7. House (state: rather good) , stable and a shed under the same thatch roof.
8. one mangle

One harrow

One britchka

9. two horses

Two cows
10. Except 1/3 of land rents 5 des. from Berman Tsemalh.

11. Himself

12. The elder does not work on the land, but instead works in his
earlier job  - as a binder.
Comments (Chaim Freedman)

* The original allocation of land to Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Komisaruk in 1848 was 30 desyatins. After his death in 1853, each of his three sons inherited 1/3 of the land, that is 10 desyatins.

In addition they rented land.
As a result Pinkhas Komisaruk had 1/3 of his father's land, 10 desyatins plus an additional 17 desyatins rented, in total 27 desyatins. His son Menakhem Mendel was known to have farmed 20 desyatins. Therefore the second son Simkha, who lived in the adjacent farm (Khutor) probably farmed the remaining 7 desyatins.

According to Mendel's son Khaim-Velvel, born 1908 (William Komesaroff, Melbourne), after the death of Pinkhas in 1897 his house was in such a poor state that it was demolished, although the foundations could be seen. Mendel built a new house before he was married about 1883. The above survey confirms these details recalled by William.

Pinkhas's son noted in the survey as having three boys must have been Mendel as he had three sons born before the 1890 survey:
Khaim-Velvel (the elder) born c.1884, Shlomo-Zalman born 1886 and Yaakov-Leib born 1888.
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